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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
AT BRISTOL CATHEDRAL

THE DEAN
WRITES...
Cathedrals have been in the news in the last
few months and not all of the attention has been
The Very Reverend Dr. David Hoyle
Dean, Bristol Cathedral
welcome. In October, in a piece in The Spectator,
Simon Jenkins suggested that cathedrals are ‘soaring’.
The headline called us ‘The Church of England’s unexpected
success story’. It is a story the deans know well and (I must admit)
a story we like to tell one another when we meet. Congregations
have increased, there have been new initiatives in the community
and with visitors and there is just more going on. Those are good
stories. Reports of arguments about cathedral governance or serious
financial problems, and there have been a number of both, are worrying.
It seems a little odd that those
two stories might be running at
the same time. How can such a
story of success be leading some
of us into debt? The answer
would need more space than I
have, but it has something to do
with some cathedrals exhausting
historic reserves and some
encountering cash flow problems
generated by the complex
funding arrangements for the
very projects that are considered
such a success.
In a farewell sermon in
Peterborough (the cathedral where
financial crisis has been most acute),
the outgoing Dean talked about a
change of culture in The Church of
England. He thought that too many
of us are too concerned with the
wrong things.

“If the ultimate purpose and
success of mission is to be
measured by the bottom line,
by prosperous posteriors
on pews and money in
the bank... one can’t help
wondering how the earthly
mission and ministry of Jesus
would be judged, dying as he
did alone and in disgrace.”
So there is another problem
alongside balancing the books
and it has to do with being clear
about the purpose and mission
of a cathedral. I think most
deans would say they spend
much more time on operational
concerns, budget, building,
staffing, safeguarding, than they
do on mission, preaching or
teaching. That is not a complaint,
by the way, but it is part of the

challenge, even the temptation
of cathedral ministry that it
becomes preoccupied with
priorities that may not have a lot
to do with the glory of God.
The members of the Fitzhardinge
Society and other donors
including the Temple Trust, the
Archdeaconry Trust and the Basil
Brown Charitable Trust, help us
raise our eyes from the balance
sheet now and then, and for that
I am deeply grateful. Even so, as
I celebrate the birth of a Saviour
born in a stable and look to the
coming year, I have some hard
thinking to do.
The Very Reverend
Dr. David Hoyle,
The Dean of Bristol

Bristol Cathedral will be marking the journey to
Christmas with a variety of celebratory concerts,
special services and moments for reflection.
Christmas is always
a busy time in a
Cathedral calendar
and for Bristol
Cathedral, 2015 is no
exception. The journey
to Christmas will be
marked with a variety of
different events, services and
concerts, all of which celebrate our
journey from darkness to light.

We are delighted to announce that our
Festival Eucharist on Christmas morning
will be broadcast on BBC television.
This is a unique opportunity for our
Cathedral to share the joy and hope of
Christmas morning with millions of people
in the UK and around the world. We hope
that you’ll be able to join us for this very
special occasion. The service will be ticketed
– if you’d like to attend, please return the
enclosed form by 20 November.

Sunday 27 November, 6pm

Monday 19 December, 7pm

Sunday 4 December, 6pm

Friday 23 December, 6pm

Advent Procession

Advent Sacred Space
Tuesday 13 December, 5.15pm

La Nativitie

Service of Nine
Lessons and Carols

Fitzhardinge Society
‘Advent at the Cathedral’
evensong and reception

Christmas Eve, 3.30pm

Friday 16 December, 7.30pm

Christmas Day, 10am

Carols by Candlelight

Service of Nine
Lessons and Carols
Festival Eucharist
broadcast on the BBC
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THE ANNUAL DINNER OF THE
FITZHARDINGE SOCIETY, 2016
On Friday 16 September, 140
guests gathered to enjoy the annual
dinner of the Fitzhardinge Society,
this year held in the Nave. Local
lighting company SLX made the
building look absolutely spectacular,
Fosters served up delicious food,
Fitzhardinge member Kathy
Clarke provided exquisite flower
arrangements and fellow member
Alastair Currie made sure that the
evening ran without a hitch. We
were very grateful to our compere
for the evening, Tony Rees, members
of the Cathedral Choir and Consort
for taking us through a musical
medley and to the Dean and Canon
Neville Boundy for bringing to life
the whispers of the Cathedral walls.
The evening raised £4,000 towards
the Cathedral heating project and
has helped to secure at least one
commercial booking for 2017. Thank
you to all who joined us and shared
in this special evening together.
The 2017 Nave Dinner will be
held on Thursday 28 September
– please put the date in your
diaries now.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
SAVE THE DATE

THE ROSE
WINDOW

The last event of 2016 will be Advent at the
Cathedral on Tuesday 13th December. Join us for a
special Evensong at 5.15pm, followed by a festive reception
in the Chapter House. A wonderful opportunity to wish
one another a Merry Christmas and celebrate the work of Bristol
Cathedral Trust in 2016. Friends and guests are most welcome.

The Trust is delighted to announce that
an anonymous donor has made a gift of
£125,000, the largest philanthropic gift since
the rebuilding of the Nave, to cover the costs
of restoring and repairing this priceless part of the
building. The Trust and Dean & Chapter are incredibly
grateful for this, and all other donations received, which
help to maintain the fabric of our majestic building and
support the vital work which takes place within the walls.
Work on the Rose Window project will begin in spring 2017.

Join us on Saturday 28 January,
for a spontaneous table top talk
and anecdotal chat with art and
antiques expert Marc Allum, a
favourite on the BBC’s Antiques
Roadshow. Marc is known as a
very entertaining speaker and
he has very kindly donated his
time for this event.The event
will include a talk, tea, raffle and
a Q&A session. Tickets are
£12 and are strictly limited.
Proceeds raised from this
event will be used to fund the
commission of a new Icon of
the Trinity for the Cathedral.
Please note that Marc will not be
valuing items.

take place on Saturday 18
March and tickets are £10.
This event is for members only.

After an incredibly popular
event last year, we are
delighted to offer a tour of
the Cathedral with Keeper
of the Fabric, Jon Cannon.
Jon’s enthusiastic and highlyknowledgeable tours are a real
treat, whether you’re new to
Bristol Cathedral or have been
visiting for years. The tour will

On Wednesday 21 June, the
Cathedral hosts the annual
High Sheriff’s Concert.The
High Sheriff of Bristol 2017,
Anthony Brown, a trustee of
Bristol Cathedral Trust and
loyal Fitzhardinge member,
has organised a wonderful
concert comprising a specially
commissioned choral piece

On Saturday 6 May at 2pm,
we will be joined by artist
Geoffrey Robinson, whose
father Arnold was responsible
for designing our WWII
memorial windows and whose
work can be seen throughout
the Cathedral. Join us for a
fascinating morning hearing
about the work of stained
glass artists, seeing some
of the original designs and
drawings and enjoying tea
and cake. Tickets are £5.

based on the tunes from
Dvorak`s New World Symphony,
which will be sung by a choir
made up of schoolchildren
from across the city before
the Brandon Hill Chamber
Orchestra plays the Symphony
itself. The Exultate Singers will
perform the choral version of
Barber`s Adagio for Strings and
The Hebrides Overture, and the
finale will be a medley from Les
Miserables sung by the combined
schools choir. We are delighted
to offer Fitzhardinge members
an early bird booking offer –
further details will follow in the
New Year.
Please contact Wendy
Pradalie (wendy.pradalie@
bristol-cathedral.co.uk,
0117 946 8184) to book.
Please make all cheques out
to ‘Bristol Cathedral Trust’
or make an online payment
using the bank details on
the back of the magazine.

In the 1530s, the medieval nave of the
Augustinian Abbey that had been founded by
Robert Fitzhardinge was being re-built. However,
in 1539 the Abbey was handed over to Henry
VIII’s commissioners, closed and the work on
the nave was never finished. Housing was built
on the nave site and for the next 300 years
the congregation worshipped awkwardly in the
truncated transepts and east end.
By the 1850s/60s the central tower was
becoming structurally unsound and so in 1868,
G. E. Street was commissioned to build a new
nave in the gothic revival style. J.L. Pearson added
the two towers at the west end and a further
re-ordering of the interior was completed
in the early part of the twentieth century.
The rose window was an integral part of the
nave scheme and was designed and made in
1877 by Hardman, one of the world’s leading
manufacturers of stained glass at the time.
The central roundel of the rose window depicts
Christ in Majesty, surrounded by angels praising

and playing music, joined round the outside by
men working in various arts, crafts, professions
and trades. No significant programme of repair
has been completed on the window since its
Victorian installation.
Recent surveys of the window have revealed
that some glass has bowed and flexed. There
are also a number of cracks, which were likely
to have been caused by blast damage from
the WWII explosions that destroyed the nave
windows on the north side of the Cathedral and
damaged parts of the School. Supporting bars
are rusting, the glazing putties have deteriorated
and the leads are thin in some places. In addition,
the glass itself is dirty and in need of cleaning – a
legacy from the days when the A4 ran alongside
the north side of the Cathedral, generating traffic
pollution. External weathering has eroded the
details of the mouldings and masonry, some of
the stonework is cracking and there is evidence
of water ingress and condensation.
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WWI
REMEMBRANCE
Throughout 2014 - 2018, Bristol Cathedral is
telling the stories of some of those who died as
a result of the First World War. By remembering
a fallen casualty for every month of the conflict,
with people hailing from all over the Diocese,
we hope to illustrate the war in a more personal
and human way. We were awarded £6,200 from
the Heritage Lottery Fund in 2014 for the first
two years of remembrance – we found out
in October that we were to be awarded an
additional £7,000 towards our activity in 2017/18.
Since 2014, and in addition
to the online book of
remembrance, we have host
Haunted by War: an exhibition
of artwork by Colin Monk;
welcomed We are moved
by war; an exhibition from
Glenside Hospital Museum;
brought Bristol’s Lost City
exhibition on tour from Bristol
Record Office; staged No
News of Fred – an exhibition
of research about the Battle
of the Somme; installed One
Thousand Poppies - an artwork
commemorating the Battle
of the Somme and helped
to create Parcels of Comfort
– an artist-led community
textile project. In 2016, Antic

Disposition performed the
brilliantly adapted Henry
V, which was incredibly
powerful and played to sellout audiences. Our plans for
the next two years include
the publication of a book
about the project, welcoming
professional touring exhibition
No Man’s Land, which examines
the role of women in conflict
through the lenses of female
photographers and staging
an ambitious photography
exhibition which explores the
war graves of Bristol. Visit
www.bristol-cathedral.
co.uk/wwi-remembrance
for more details.

From 11-18 November,
we were delighted
to welcome Shrouds
of the Somme’ to
College Green. This
poignant installation
commemorated soldiers
who fell on the first
day of the Battle of
the Somme and had
previously captivated
millions when it was
displayed in Exeter
– and it certainly
did again in Bristol.
The artwork and the
Cathedral received
national and regional
press coverage and
College Green was visited
by tens of thousands.
We were extremely
proud to be a key
partner in bringing this
artwork to the city and
adding to the national
acts of remembrance
for the First World War.
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THE CHAIRMAN’S
REPORT

CATHEDRAL
HIGHLIGHTS 2016

We can all agree that Bristol Cathedral is truly
Stephen Parsons
blessed to call David Hoyle our Dean. He has
Chairman,
Bristol
Cathedral Trust
a rare ability to make complex subjects seem
approachable, whether deep theology or, as he has
done in this Winter 16 Buttress, in laying bare the strategic
and funding tasks currently facing Bristol Cathedral. We thank the
Dean & Chapter for all they do in steering our majestic ship.

2016 has been another busy year here at
the Cathedral. Here are just a few of our
many highlights.

Over the past 2 years The Trust has worked
alongside Dean & Chapter to tackle some long
term practical problems that have challenged the
Cathedral for many years. We have undertaken
the first major refurbishment of our toilets, the
benefit of which was immediate and significant
to all of our congregations and visitors. This time
last year we made the Cathedral much warmer!
Thanks to funding from the First World War
Centenary Cathedral Repair Fund, two new
boilers were installed and this year extensive new
pipe work was laid in the cloister car park to
connect the new boilers to the Cathedrals
heating pipes within the building.
In 2017 we will undertake a major restoration
of the Rose Window and I am most grateful to a
Fitzhardinge member and benefactor for paying
for this major work. We have applied to funders to
help us make the Chapter House fully accessible for
disabled visitors and help prevent the high numbers
of trips and falls we see in the cloister, and to other
funders to bring in increased security measures
for the Cathedral staff and volunteers. We are
beginning to draw up plans for funding the 50 year
renovation of our historic organ and the trustees
have made a commitment to further support the
Cathedral’s activities with schools and families.

Medusa Touch

Queues into the Cathedral
following the Vigil for Orlando

There is so much more to be done, but the Dean
rightly reminds us that our ambitions must be
balanced by our means. The Trust understands that
challenge and will work with Chapter to find the
right pathway.
It was wonderful to be with many of you at
our show-stopping Nave Dinner. As I said on
that occasion, together we can share in all being
involved in enabling our Cathedral to have
buildings in good repair, to be alive with superb
choirs upholding a rich choral tradition, and to be
welcoming to visitors of all ages and backgrounds.
I hope that you are as excited as we are about
the changes that we have already made and the
difference that we can continue to make.

Neon Evensong
for Unseen

Henry V

Thank you for your support to Bristol Cathedral
– for your financial contributions, for your
ambassadorship, for attending our events and for
holding the baton of care for Bristol Cathedral
before we pass it on to future generations.
I look forward to seeing many of you personally over
the Christmas period and at our events in 2017.
Stephen Parsons MBE DL
Chairman, Bristol Cathedral Trust

Peregrine Falcons
nesting box

WWI remembrance
No News of Fred

Saloomeh Asgary sculptures

SUPPORTING YOUR CATHEDRAL
I would like to make a donation
to Bristol Cathedral Trust
Name
Address

Postcode
Email
Tel		
Mobile
Donation amount £
Cash
Cheque
Online

I have a friend who I think would
like to know more about Bristol
Cathedral Trust and the
Fitzhardinge Society.
Name
Address

Make a donation online
Credit: Bristol Cathedral Trust
Account No: 41184989
Sort code: 40-14-12
I am a UK tax payer, and would like
you to claim Gift Aid on all donations
I make until I notify you otherwise.

Postcode
Email
Tel		
Mobile

Please return this completed payment order within an envelope to:
The Fitzhardinge Society
c/o Bristol Cathedral Trust
College Green
Bristol, BS1 5TJ
Registered Charity Number 801008

