The Cathedral Church of the
Holy and Undivided Trinity, Bristol

NINE DAYS
OF PRAYER
11 October ~ 19 October, 2018
leading up to the Enthronement of

THE RIGHT REVEREND

VIVIENNE FAULL
as the 56th Bishop of Bristol

The Diocesan Crest

Using extracts from PATERNOSTER PONDERED
the unfinished meditation on The Lord’s Prayer
by Oliver Tomkins (Bishop of Bristol 1958-75)

“Our Father, who art in heaven”

THURSDAY 11 OCTOBER
The very first word of the Lord’s Prayer reminds me that
there is never merely ‘private prayer’. All prayer is in
community, in fellowship: a central Christian experience.
~
FRIDAY 12 OCTOBER
Lord, open my eyes to the vision of heaven; grant to me
to glimpse by faith something more lovely than this world,
because it is the home of the author of all loveliness.
‘Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him.’
(1 Corinthians 2.9)
~
SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER
Let me be silent in the face of the immensity of the
distance, of this difference, between where I am and
where you are. And yet it is your nearness which is so
mysterious … ‘nearer than breathing’ …

“Hallowed be thy name”

SUNDAY 14 OCTOBER
‘Holy’ is at once the hardest religious word to understand
and the most necessary: hard because the holy is the
wholly other – that which I am not by nature, that which
I cannot control or comprehend, that before which I can
worship and adore. It is necessary because without it
there is no true religion, only ethics or formal cult. So to
say ‘Hallowed by thy Name’ is first to say ‘Let God be
God’.
MONDAY 15 OCTOBER
Father, let my every thought be worthy of you. No, my
little mind cannot even conceive a thought that would be
worth of your love, your beauty, your holiness. But at least
let me not desecrate your name by thoughts which
contradict your Holy Name.
TUESDAY 16 OCTOBER
Piling up armaments of indiscriminate destruction,
squandering food while other starve, exploiting your lovely
planet for immediate gain – in all these and a thousand
other ways, we desecrate instead of hallowing your name.

“Thy kingdom come”
WEDNESDAY 17 OCTOBER
You were not crucified, Lord Jesus, for your private
religious beliefs but because you threatened the whole
public order of things. You did not only offer a new
personal relationship with God but you demanded
submission to God’s rule over every facet of society. God’s
‘kingdom’ is the sphere of his rule.
THURSDAY 18 OCTOBER
In you, Lord Christ, and in you alone, two strains in
Scripture are reconciled: the present reality – expressed
in Jesus the Messiah, the obedient Son who calls his
disciples to obedience, and so to share with him in
pointing to ‘the signs’ of the kingdom’s presence; and the
future vindication of God as king of all – life only makes
sense if, some day, all creation demonstrates your rule for
all to see. So the kingdom is both now and yet to come…
FRIDAY 19 OCTOBER
O Risen Lord, I bask in the warm knowledge that you
reign, that your kingdom is the ultimate assurance that
all is well. May I let my own little life find its significance
in that grand design.
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May your kingdom come…

