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FRIENDS OF BRISTOL CATHEDRAL 
MINUTES OF THE 2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

HELD ON THURSDAY 22nd APRIL 2020, 6pm  
Via ZOOM 

Present:  Rachel Barrett (Chairman), Trish Morris (Secretary), Tony Lee (Treasurer),  
Tim Popple, Penny Parsons, Frances Bailey, Canon Nicola Stanley, Brian Prescott, Mary Opie, Sally & 
David Morris, Julia Trevett, Rita Banfield, Richard Stanley, Cecile Gillard,  
Susan Hampton, Sue & Keith Norton, Mick Leary, Sir James & Lady Tidmarsh,  
Douglas Gunary, Katharine Jewell, Geoff & Sue Stevens, Michael Dismore 

1. Opening prayer The Dean opened the meeting with a prayer of St Anselm:

O blessed Lord, who has commanded us to love one another,
grant us grace that having received your undeserved bounty,
we may love everyone in you and for you,
with generosity of spirit and lightness of heart.
We pray for our friends and for the friends of Bristol Cathedral.
We thank you for the friends who your love has given to us.
Love them, O fountain of love,
and make them to love you with all their heart,
that each may will, and speak, and do those things
only which are pleasing to you.
Amen.

2. Apologies for Absence were received from John & Joyce Briggs, Ann Plaister,
Andrew & Elizabeth Cairncross, Paul Barrett.

3. Approval of minutes of Annual General Meeting held on Sunday 9th June 2019.
Approval was proposed by Penny Parsons, seconded by Susan Hampton and carried unanimously
by members.

4. Matters arising

4.1 Slype kitchen 

Rachel reported that work on the slype kitchen has been completed and a new sink, fridge, hand-
washing sink, industrial dishwasher and water boiler installed. 

4.2 Subscriptions 

At a meeting of the council in January 2020 it was proposed that the £10 subscription option be 
removed for new members. Approval was proposed by Penny Parsons, seconded by Mary Opie 
and carried unanimously by members. 
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5. The Dean’s address 

Dear friends of Bristol Cathedral 

This is not, unfortunately, an evening on which we can enjoy a convivial glass of something in the 
Cathedral gardens while we reflect on the high points of the past year.  

Rather, I want to acknowledge that this has been a year like no other in our lifetimes and a very 
unusual year in the life of the Cathedral. It has been a year in which we have learned the value of 
friendship, partly because our friendships have been so diminished by the limitations placed on 
them by the Corona pandemic.  

Because it has been a year like no other, I want to thank you for continuing to support the Friends 
of Bristol Cathedral.  
There have been other things to think about, other calls on your generosity, and rather few benefits 
from your commitment to the Friends this year. However, particularly in the gifts that have 
provided equipment for the broadcasting of services during the pandemic, you have made a 
significant contribution to our life and worship – thank you! 

Nicola has given a full account of the life of the Cathedral over the last year and highlighted just 
how important it has been to be able to broadcast, both to build a small but faithful community at 
morning prayer, and to share in bigger events such as my own installation, the ordination of our 
deacons and priests, and most recently to remember his Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh.  

Although there are clear signs of Spring outside my window and new life is emerging in the 
Deanery Garden, I’m constantly aware that our recovery from the impact of the pandemic is 
moving at a rather slower pace than the change in the seasons. We could never have predicted that 
we would be in hibernation, living through a winter that has lasted for over 12 months, despite 
those few months of respite last Summer.  

While we are grateful that we can meet, thanks to our discovery of Zoom technology, we know that 
meeting via a screen is not the same as meeting in person. We long for the informal chats, the sense 
of community, the sharing of food, the sound of laughter. 

It will be a little longer before we can again look forward to seeing one another in person socially, 
planning fund raising events, or sharing our stories, but we look forward in hope to the time we can 
do all those things. In the meantime we are continuing to take advantage of the building being 
closed, for example with a significant amount of location filming taking place, and beginning to 
address access issues created by steps and uneven flooring. 

We do not currently anticipate events happening in the Cathedral, other than worship, until after 
the end of all restrictions on movement, that is not sooner than 21 June.  

As we look forward, we will be refreshing our vision of the role of the Cathedral, reflecting on 
some of the events of the past year, including the Black Lives Matter campaign and the renewed 
focus on the legacy of slavery in the city and in our Cathedral. I want to ensure that we have a clear 
vision for the future, so that you and all those who support us know what we are trying to achieve 
and how you can help us. I want the Cathedral community to have an ambitious vision for ways in 
which we can make a difference in the city and diocese, increase our visitor numbers and improve 
the visitor experience, and above all make sure that everyone and anyone, regardless of their age, 
background, or experience feels welcome in our building. A few small steps will initially help us to 
do this. 

We have a number of things planned for the Summer, including a major installation, Luke Jerram’s 
Museum of the Moon in the Cathedral, with accompanying concerts, talks and events which should 
have a very wide appeal. 

We will be better resourced as we look forward to welcoming our new Chief Operating Officer, 
Ben Silvey at the end of May and our new Canon Missioner, Jonnie Parkin, in August. 
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And finally, we are starting to recruit a new Visitor Engagement Director. This role will be focused 
on the welcome we are able to offer in the Cathedral in the widest sense; the people, the signage, 
the interpretation and stories, accessibility and hospitality. 

Thank you for continuing to be on this journey with us, we look forward to your continuing 
friendship in the year ahead! 

6. Precentor’s report 

We were saddened to hear of the death of HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh on 9th April.  
The musicians were taking their post Easter break but everyone was willing to return in order to 
enable us to hold a live-streamed Evensong for invited city dignitaries, members of the Armed 
Forces and pre-booked congregants. We also celebrated a Requiem Mass for His Royal Highness. 

Over the past few weeks plans for re-opening have, as ever, been prolonged and complicated.  
Particularly perplexing have been the guidelines for choral music, with their ‘one size fits all’ 
approach and their failure to take into account the space in a Cathedral like ours, our ability to 
implement the most stringent of safety measures and the need for choristers to experience singing 
the repertoire. Fortunately, the choristers did participate in some Holy Week and Easter liturgies 
and the slow return continues.   

Pre-booked congregations were permitted into the building from Palm Sunday, with most of the 
services over Holy Week and Easter being live-streamed. For the foreseeable future we will 
continue to live-stream services on Feast days, the 10am Sunday Eucharist and Morning Prayer each 
day. We are incredibly grateful that funds from the Friends of the Cathedral enabled us to purchase 
technological updates in time for Easter - and to the verging team whose skills with the new 
technology have enabled more professional broadcasts.  

All our liturgies are constantly being overhauled and adjusted, due to the ongoing restrictions on 
processions, congregational singing, reduced numbers in the sanctuary etc.  I have been grateful to 
Tim Popple for his readiness to assist with this, given the sometimes short notice of changes. 

Over fifty members of the Cathedral congregation participated in 2021 Lent Groups, which 
provided at least some of the fellowship which so many have missed recently.  The Chaplain for 
Spirituality did an excellent job in getting the Lent Groups off the ground.  She also planned a Lent 
Quiet Day for the Diocese, run from the Cathedral. 

Although most people have been pleased to return to the building in person, there is an 
understandable nervousness among many of those who have been housebound for months. The 
full picture is still unclear, but some pastoral encouragement will probably be needed once it has 
become evident which people have felt unable to return.  

The Cathedral Chaplain has been able to hold services for the burial of ashes, but baptisms and 
marriages have been postponed several times – we’re now looking at the autumn and into 2022. 

The Cathedral Chaplain is contacting and re-organising the Day Chaplains and the Prayer Ministry 
Team, in anticipation of them being available to resume their duties in due course.  She is also 
keeping in regular contact with the most vulnerable members of the congregation.   

 

Penny thanked Canon Nicola for doing a wonderful job and then asked when the stewards would 
be able to resume their duties. Canon Nicola explained that there are no immediate plans to 
reinstate stewards’ duties; shutting things down is relatively simple but restarting them is much 
more difficult and needs to be done slowly and with caution. The covid rules are complicated and 
evolving.  

7. Honorary Treasurer’s report and adoption of accounts 

Tony Lee reported that the accounts have been audited by a chartered accountant, David Cottrell, 
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who kindly provided his services free but suggested that we make a donation to a local charity. 

Income was slightly above the previous year and was derived from subscriptions, events and 
income from investments. Investments have done well in spite of prevailing economic conditions 
and are up by 6%. There was an operating surplus of £8,800 and with an investment portfolio of 
£350,000 the Friends are in a strong position to support the Cathedral as necessary.  

Cecile Gillard asked if the Friends use an ethical bank. Tony responded that we use Barclays Bank 
and as a retired banker himself he noted that Barclays had had issues regarding South Africa in the 
1990s. These were satisfactorily resolved to investors and he is confident that any future issues will 
be similarly resolved. He also noted that all investments are with leading UK registered banks. 

Adoption of the accounts was proposed by Trish Morris, seconded by Canon Nicola and carried 
unanimously by members. 

8. Review of Friends events since the last AGM 

The 2019-2020 calendar of events arranged for the Friends was sadly and inevitably curtailed by the 
pandemic. 

Fortunately, an illustrated lecture by Francis Greenacre, meticulously organised by Fiona Tiffin, 
went ahead as planned in September 2019 to a full Chapter House. His subject ‘Artists and the 
Cathedral and its setting: a visual history’ was absorbing and much discussed afterwards over a very 
fine tea. We were extremely grateful to Francis for so generously giving us his time. 

The biennial National Conference of Friends of Cathedrals, Abbeys and Greater Churches was held 
in Peterborough in October. Rachel Barret and Trish Morris attended as Bristol’s delegates. The 
sessions provided a great deal of useful information and the opportunity to meet and exchange 
ideas and experiences with delegates from a wide range of churches. 

Later that month Friends enjoyed an Ethiopian-themed coffee morning in the Chapter House, 
organised by Rachel and Paul Barrett. In addition to coffee and tea with traditional 
accompaniments, there was a display of Ethiopian craft and a short illustrated talk about the rock 
churches and monasteries. 

The year ended with an Advent get-together with drinks and nibbles at Trish Morris’s home. 

The only event that could be held as planned in early 2020 was a repeat of the very popular coffee 
morning with a tour of the little-known parts of the Cathedral, made extremely interesting by Roger 
Dubois who led the tour. 

The Bishop’s talk that was scheduled for 24th May 2020 was among those that had to be cancelled, 
but it is hoped that we will be able to invite her again for a later date.  

Canon Nicola commented that Francis Greenacre’s talk would be happy to give a second talk after 
the great success of the first. The talk might need to be in the nave for social distancing but the lack 
of light could be a problem.  

Tim Popple explained that from experience with showing films in the nave he had learnt that there 
were specific periods in the year when it would not be too dark or too cold: March and October are 
possibilities. Rachel pointed out that such a talk takes a great deal of organising and the 2022 was 
the earliest this could be done. 

The coffee morning and tour of secret places led by Roger Dubois were extremely successful and 
although many members have by now done this tour Rita pointed out that it was valuable for the 
chance of meeting and talking to friends with or without the tour. It was suggested that Roger and 
Peter Wagstaff could be approached for a joint secret places and hidden treasures tour. 
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9. Future events  

A coffee morning has been arranged for a date in June with a talk by Norman Sage about the 
garden and, if it is fine weather, the chance to explore it. 

Roger and Mary Opie will be opening their home and garden for a summer afternoon with cream 
tea. 

Tony and Anne Lee will be hosting an autumn coffee morning in their harbourside home. 

Rachel added that she would welcome ideas from members for other events for the Friends. 

Cecile asked that not all events be scheduled for weekdays so that working members had a chance 
to join in.  Rachel replied that there would be future events scheduled for weekends and evenings as 
there had been in the past. 

Tim confirmed that the delayed Museum of the Moon arranged for last year would go ahead this 
August, but in a slightly different form, owing to the need to restrict numbers to provide 
comfortable distancing for visitors. The supporting concerts and events will go ahead as planned: 
Aardman will provide modelling facilities for children and show their moon-related film A Grand 
Day Out.  The Friends will be sponsoring some of the events.  The Moon exhibition will end on 30th 
August and move to Wells Cathedral in October and on to Bath Abbey in November. 

10. Any other business 

Cecile asked for confirmation that life membership will continue for existing Life Members as will 
be the case for the £10 membership. This was confirmed by Rachel. 

Sir Jay Tidmarsh asked if the Fitzhardinge Society had fallen by the wayside. The Dean responded 
that the society had been hampered by the Cathedral’s current lack of resource to supply them with 
the necessary support. This is to be resolved. 

Rachel reported that there is now an email address for the Friends:  
friends@bristol-cathedral.co.uk . Another AGM, for 2021, will be held in the autumn, after which 
things should return to normal with a Chapter House AGM in June 2022. 

Rachel was congratulated on the smooth running of the first Zoom AGM which was completed in 
a mere 50 minutes. She replied that she was pleased that people appreciate the friendship of the 
Friends in addition to the support that it provides to the Cathedral. 

11. Closing prayer 

The meeting closed with the Grace. 
 

 

  

mailto:friends@bristol-cathedral.co.uk
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FRIENDS OF BRISTOL CATHEDRAL COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE 2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON  

THURSDAY 24th OCTOBER 2021, 11:30AM  

 

Present:  Rachel Barrett (Chairman), Trish Morris (Secretary), Tony Lee (Treasurer), Canon Nicola 
Stanley (Precentor), Paul Barrett, Stuart Burnett, Elizabeth Cairncross, Andrew Cairncross,  
Andy Clark, Larraine Clark, David De Silva, Rosalind De Silva, Colin Dean, Chris Evans.  
Dorothy Field, Doug Gunary, Susan Hampton, Frances Harries, Chris Harries, Janet Henderson, 
Graham Hoyle, David James, Ann James, Katharine Jewell, Graham Joyner, Mick Leary,  
Sarah Lloyd, Sally Morris. David Morris, Lesley Nash, Cedric Nash, Mary Opie, Roger Opie,  
Richard Outhwaite, Isabel Rex, Nick Ruskin, Geraldine Ruster, Norman Sage, Richard Stanley, Emma 
Stanley, Pat Stevens, Brian Stevens, Margaret Taylor. 

1. Opening prayer The Precentor opened the meeting with a prayer. 

2. Remembrance of members who have died since the 2019 AGM 

Mrs Veronica Broadhurst, Mrs P Cannock, The Revd Canon J Free, Mr NJ Gough.  
Mr Hans Popper, Mr R Radwell, The Revd Canon J Rogan, Mr F Summers,  
Professor JR Vincent, Mr DJ Yabsley, Mrs Alison Gunary, Mrs Carmel Outhwaite 

3. Apologies for Absence were received from:  

The Dean, Rita Banfield, Neville Boundy, John Briggs, Joyce Briggs, Michael Burmester,  
Henry Caish, Andrea Caish, Christopher Cannock, Peter Clark, Maureen Clark, Gary Desmond, 
Michael Dismore, Sarah Evans, Sarah Fernandes; Cecile Gillard, Joan Grimley, Robert Grimley, Jackie 
Hobbs, Grenfell James, Wendy James, Keith Norton, Sue Norton, Penny Parsons,  
Ann Plaister, Tim Popple, Geoffrey Robinson, Nicole Robinson, Pat Sage, Geoffrey Stevens,  
Susan Stevens, Jonathan Thorne, Sir James Tidmarsh, Lady Tidmarsh, Julia Trevett, R A Wallace,  
Terry Webber. 

4. Approval of minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 22nd April 2021, 6pm via Zoom 

Approval was proposed by Ann James, seconded by Sally Morris and carried unanimously by members. 

5. Chapter report 

In the absence of the Dean, who sent her apologies, the Precentor gave the Friends a summary of the 
Cathedral’s situation and activity over recent months: 

The Cathedral is fortunate in that it has never charged entry to visitors and so the closure of the 
building did not have the catastrophic impact felt by other cathedrals. In addition there has been 
additional income from filming: Becoming Elizabeth being the most recent. The Cathedral also benefitted 
from a grant from the Culture Recovery Fund for Heritage and is on a sound financial footing again, 
enabling the appointment of a new Dean, Chapter Clerk, Canon Missioner, Visitor Experience 
Director and some additional administrative help. With many members of the new team, it is in the 
process of bedding down. 

The normal liturgy has been slowly reintroduced. The choir and congregation singing are both back. 
Servers are also back but with some restricted duties. It is hoped that by the time our new curate Nic 
Harris joins us everything will be back to normal except that it is intended to keep services to an hour 
or less, so the second lesson and psalm will continue to be omitted for now. In Advent the high altar 
will be in use as usual. 

The choir very nearly had an uninterrupted first half of the term except that infections in the girls’ choir 
meant that it had to be temporarily retired. 
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There have been four major services that the Precentor and Music Administrator had to organise: 
installation of Honorary Canons, a service for the NHS In Memoriam tribute, licensing of Lay Readers, 
Mothers Union service. 

Questions 

Mick Leary asked about the status the Cathedral’s work with children. Canon Nicola said that Canon 
Roden had had a plan but had then left, but that the children’s group was to be restarted from scratch 
with a new team on the first Sunday after half-term. Messy Cathedral, Crafty Cathedral are scheduled 
and trails and school visits are slowly picking up. 

There was a question about The Moon project. Canon Nicola reported that there had been an extra 
65,000 visitors while the moon was on display, and thanked the volunteer stewards and in particular 
Sarah Jenkinson who managed the volunteer schedule. St Mungo’s received a substantial sum from the 
project.  

Richard Outhwaite recorded his appreciation for the cautious way in which the Cathedral had handled 
the pandemic and its readiness to reapply the restrictions if it becomes necessary. 

Elizabeth Cairncross asked about the reintroduction of wine to the communion. Canon Nicola replied 
that there was a blanket ban on its use throughout the Church of England and that it was likely to be 
the last thing to be reintroduced. There had been various discussions around the subject and the 
continuing risks involved in using the chalice. Whilst communicants do receive some protection from 
the combination of silver and alcohol and the cleaning after each sip, the infection risk is significantly 
greater for those who have to consume the remaining wine at the end of the service and it's not yet 
reasonable to ask anyone to do that. Intincting – dipping the host into the wine – carries more risk 
and is not a viable alternative. Although the current host-only version sometimes seems, wrongly, like 
a half-measure, it's important to remember that we are receiving Christ in his entirety in both the host 
and the wine. The Eucharist is in no way reduced by the absence of the chalice. 

Janet Henderson asked about the closure of the Cathedral shop. Canon Nicola sad that it had never 
been particularly viable but that a pop-up (temporary) shop would be opened experimentally in 
November. 

Graham Hoyle asked about this winter’s Night Shelter. Elizabeth Cairncross replied that because of 
covid it would take a different form this year, and would be a commercial arrangement with guests 
staying in a B&B, so would need fewer volunteers in a different setting for lunchtime and evening. 
Chrissie Graham is leading the project. 

6. Honorary Treasurer’s report and adoption of accounts 

Tony Lee summarised the important points of the 2020 accounts as follows, and having distributed 
copies of his full Annual Report, invited questions. 
“I am presenting financial position from the 2020 Annual review, which has been issued to members 
who have requested this presentation which is covered over 13 pages  
This has been independently examined reviewed by David Cottrell. Chartered Accountant, who has 
confirmed his satisfaction on page 7. 
I will be commenting about the financial activities shown on pages 8 and 9 
Total income was £12882.  This is made up of subscriptions, donations and events, which totalled 
£3074, and owing to the required cancellation of our events programme, was £1294 below 2018.  
However, the interest and investment income totalled £9808, which is £970 above 2018.  
All our investments are held with UK Registered Financial Institutions in line with the 
recommendations of Diocese and National committees  
Total expenditure was £10749 including grants of £10629 as mentioned by Rachel, and the cost of 
£120 for the independent examination.  The total was £6362 above 2018. 
This provides an operating surplus of £2133 and we must add the unrealised gain from our 
investment portfolio totalling £21533   
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This provides an overall increase on our total assets of £23666...to a year-end total of £374168, 
made up of bank accounts of £1087 and investments of £373081 
This is an overall gain of nearly 7%, a very satisfactory position for the Friends.” 
There were no questions. Richard Outhwaite proposed adoption of the report, seconded by Aileen 
Moon and unanimously agreed by Friends present. Rachel thanked Tony for all his work and he was 
applauded by the meeting. 
7. Chairman’s review of Friends’ events since the last AGM 

Rachel gave the following report: 
“The council has met four times since the 2020 AGM in April.  Due to an increase in other commitments 
Frances Bailey decided she could no longer continue as a trustee of the Friends and resigned from the 
Council in May.  I would like to thank Frances for the contribution she made during her time on the 
Council.  Please give some thought as to whether being a trustee and serving on the council is something 
that you could do.  More information is available from the current council members. 
Funding has been provided to the Cathedral for the IT equipment used to broadcast the services; the 
purchase of new flags; flasks to be used for coffee and milk after the service; a new cassock for Roger 
DuBois; a grant of £750 has been offered to support the work with children on Sunday morning. 
It was wonderful that in May we were able to restart the programme of social events which had been 
disrupted by the pandemic.  There have been three social events solely for the Friends, the coffee morning 
and Garden talk and tour here in the Cathedral, the cream tea and bubbles at the home of Mary and 
Roger Opie and the coffee morning at the Engine House, the home of Tony and Anne Lee.  There are 
accounts of these in the report you have received.  All three were greatly enjoyed by those who attended. 
I would like to express my thanks to those who have so generously given of their time and their expertise 
for the benefit of their fellow Friends.  The Friends were also invited to the launch of the Museum of 
the Moon and 33 of us attended.  The Friends had agreed to underwrite certain aspects of the Moon in 
order to let the Cathedral go ahead with the project without the fear of a financial loss.  In the event the 
success of the Moon was such that no funding was required from the Friends and both the Cathedral 
and St Mungo’s benefitted from the income generated. 
There has been a long history of religious communities & cathedrals being involved in brewing and 
distilling.  The possibility of creating a Cathedral gin to raise funds was discussed well before the pandemic 
but it was not until this spring that we were finally able to go ahead with the proposal.  We are delighted 
to have been able to work so closely with Sam Espensen to create a gin with botanicals that reflects our 
herb garden and includes a hint of Frankincense which is used as a symbol of prayer in worship.  Due to 
circumstances beyond our control the nature of the gin launch on October 22nd was downscaled and 
became an event mainly for the media and hospitality trade in Bristol.  It was hugely enjoyed by those 
who attended and the gin generated a very positive response.  Chapterhouse gin is now on sale via 
Espensen Spirit.   
We receive a percentage of the profit on each bottle sold.  Sadly, due to a delay in the licensing process 
the gin is not yet on sale at the Cathedral but it will be as soon as possible.  Our profit on the bottles we 
sell here is considerably higher than via the website.” 
8. Future events 

There is one social event planned for this year: coffee morning and mince pies on December 2nd at 
10.30 am in the Chapter House. Pete Wagstaff has agreed to talk about Cathedral treasures – you may 
have seen the short videos that he has made. Tickets for this will be £5 for Friends. 
Planning for next year is still in the early stages but there will be at least one and possibly two events that 
take place in the evening.  The Council is well aware that daytime events such as coffee morning are not 
suitable for working Friends. As always, we welcome any suggestions for events that members would 
enjoy or be prepared to organise or host. 
9. Any other business 

David James thanked Canon Nicola for her summary and said that the Cathedral was to be thanked for 
its efforts during the covid pandemic 
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Aileen Moon asked if the unsightly traffic cone could be removed from the centre of the cloister car 
park. Canon Nicola said that it would have to be replaced by something that was removable and that 
she would give it some thought.  

Katharine Jewell asked if an annual lecture to Friends was being planned as it was very much part of the 
Friends’ tradition. Rachel responded that while covid was with us it would be too risky to plan anything 
that needed much arrangement and might have to be cancelled at a late stage. However, suggestions for 
future lecturers would be welcomed. 

Stuart Burnett queried the Chapterhouse gin launch raising five points: 

1. Was it proper use of Friends funds? 

2. Was due diligence carried out re the likely yield? 

3. Was it an ethical investment in view of problems with alcohol abuse? 

4. Does it convey the right image? It is a premium product available only to the well-off 

5. The Cathedral’s ‘excitement’ about the project was not shared by those members of the 
congregation who shared his reservations.  

Rachel responded that Blackburn and Portsmouth had had similar launches and that Chapterhouse gin 
had been launched in consultation with the Dean and Chapter, in collaboration with an experienced 
partner Espensen Spirits, and that production of spirits was within the Augustinian tradition.  

Douglas Gunary commented that the Friends exist to support the Cathedral and gather funds to pay 
for projects that beautify the Cathedral and he wasn’t sure that setting up a business was within the 
spirit of the Friends. Rachel reassured him that commercial aspect was being managed by Cathedral 
Enterprises and not by the Friends themselves. The Friends have supplied only a small percentage of 
the set-up costs. 

10. Closing prayer 

The meeting closed with the Grace. 
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Friends Events 
Coffee Morning and Garden Tour 

 
On 24th June 2021 Friends were able to meet in person for the first time for many months. Normas Sage kindly agreed to 
join the Friends coffee morning to tell us about the Cathedral Garden. The weather was fine and the whole event was very 

much appreciated. This is the text of Norman’s absorbing talk 

My name is Norman Sage, one of five volunteers, all retired, who look after our Cathedral Garden with 
much pride and great privilege each Monday morning throughout the year. Your garden, as we like to 
think of it, belongs to all and has been acclaimed by many over the years as ‘Discovering a secret 
garden’, ‘A hidden gem in the city centre’, ‘A peaceful oasis’ and ‘A best kept secret’. It has been an 
RHS top award-winning garden over many years. This Cathedral has been for my wife and me our 
spiritual home for over 40 years and it is here in the garden that we find very special peace. 

The Augustinian Abbey became a cathedral in 1542 and the area that is now the garden became a 
graveyard. Burial was limited to senior clergy and ‘prominent persons’. Chapter minutes of 1762 give 
fees for burial at that time: £15 in the Chancel, £10 in the Cloisters and £5 in the garden. Little has 
been written about the graves. Many stones are worn and unreadable but this winter we hope to update 
records as much as possible. As of now, a walk around will reveal the graves of bishops, deans, canons, 
musicians including Sir Henry Walford Davies, who was appointed to succeed Elgar as Master of the 
King's Music, and Hubert Hunt, organist of this Cathedral from 1901; the military, lawyers, civic 
dignitaries, and in more recent times, a broader policy to include members of our congregation and 
Christian faith. In walking round, notice the sailmaker’s grave with its skull and crossbones, lay clerks, 
stewards and, very sadly, the three daughters of the Osbourne family: Lucy aged 2 in 1842, Elizabeth, 
14 weeks in 1843 and Theresa, 9 weeks in 1864. May they rest in peace.  

Let us now move forward to the 1930s, a turning point in creating a garden from an overgrown jungle 
of a graveyard. It was in 1934 Canon Freeman was appointed to the Chapter and Mrs Freeman was 
invited to tidy up the mess. Judging by a photograph in The Story of Bristol Cathedral by Maurice 
Fitzgerald, residentiary canon of the time, Mrs Freeman made a very good job of it – all praise to her! 
Much of the planting can be traced to this time, including the mighty plane trees; thank goodness only 
three remain today at the eastern boundary, however, they provide excellent leaf mould. Interestingly, 
the garden was headed by ladies until I took over in 2011. Mrs Freeman was followed by her daughter 
Cecilia, Anne Simpson (wife of John, Canon Precentor 1989-99), Aileen Moon, a life-long stalwart of 
our Cathedral and for many years Secretary of The Friends, retiring in 2009, Ali Tremlett, wife of 
Canon Andrew who is now Dean of Durham. Having worked with Ali for some years I took over from 
her in 2011. Apologies to any ladies I have missed and thanks to you all for a sure foundation. 

I took over with two others who worked with Ali: Les Barber and Mick Leary, both retired like myself 
and keen amateur gardeners, shortly to be joined by Bill Bartlett who brought a much more 
professional green-fingered touch to our quartet, having been in horticulture all his working life. Keith 
Norton, long-serving and now retired Hon Treasurer of the Friends is a recent member of the team. 

So here we are today having just about caught up with 12 months of very difficult times, being unable 
to tend the garden on a regular basis due to Covid-19, but let me quote from the latest RHS 
assessment: 17th July 2019 “Outstanding Top Level 5” (a grade that has been awarded every year since 
2011): 

“It was great to meet the two volunteer gardeners from Bristol Cathedral Gardens who are part of a 
team of four dedicated people who work through the year to make these gardens so beautiful. There 
were many, many areas of achievement here but I would particularly like to highlight: 

• The way in which the garden is clearly used by residents as an oasis of calm in the middle of a 
very hectic area. I felt it was a place which could well contribute to the mental health of its 
users. 
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• The excellent environmental practices being employed despite limited space – including 
composting, recycling pallets as a mini-greenhouse, overwintering of annuals, and walkways 
defined by natural branch walls. This is clearly being enjoyed by local wildlife – I saw 
goldfinches feeding during my visit. 

• The expertise of the volunteers – all the annuals had been grown by a volunteer, a holly crucifix 
(the only one in existence apparently!) was being grown by the head gardener Norman Sage and 
a drought-tolerant bed of grasses was a new project which had been successfully developed. 

• The quality and rarity of many of the plants, particularly a geranium ‘Black Vesuvius’ and the 
spectacular smoke bush ‘cotinus coggygria’.”  

In the Bristol in Bloom competition the garden won Gold Awards in 2013 and 2014. 

Finally, let us walk together around the garden and allow me to be your guide. It is fair to say the 
garden supports colour in plants, trees, flowers, shrubs throughout the ecclesiastical year through 
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and Pentecost. There is always something of interest and in 
bloom. 

The patio area 

The herb garden; the walled border with four olive trees – used inside the Cathedral at Christmas time 
around the Crib; the orange tree; the stone corner (an eyesore for decades) but ever hopeful that the 
powers that be will sort it out this year – never mind, just enjoy the coffee! 

Top of Steps 
To your right the large cherry tree in the corner a picture in blossom and this year the bird box has 
been home to a breeding pair of blue tits. We have four boxes around the garden; the herbaceous 
border with peony (paconia suffruticosa) native of China and Japan; the border is to be redeveloped in 
due time. 

To your left is the weeping cherry planted by a Japanese lady who converted to Christianity while 
studying in Bristol; fronted by the smoke bush ‘Cotinus coggygria’ which is best in early July and the 
most photographed, by UWE graduates and by visitors; in the far left corner, out of sight, the garden 
shed is home to tools and rainy day chats. 

Centre area 
Graves of Hubert Hunt, Sir Henry Walford Davies, two city mayors and the Osbourne grave; Rosa 
Rugosa has good flowers this time of year and we are hopeful for outstanding re hips in autumn; 
tamarind – who planted it (and why here?); bladder senna; wonderful agapanthus and much more! 

North-east Trinity Gate 
The Refugee sculpture by Naomi Blake in the memory of survivors of Auschwitz; the holly crucifix, 
now two or possibly three years in the making, is beginning to look the part having, during my careful 
caring and cutting been likened to Popeye, a snowman, even Norman’s self-portrait; the wild woodland 
with natural branch/twig walls; leaf mould area; plane trees and the Freeman memorial; compost bins 
in the far left corner. 

School border (south side) 
New grasses area with centre acer; new fencing and roses including climbers; a holly mushroom at the 
far end; several memorial plantings; potential area for reconstruction of a rockery under a large cherry 
tree. 

We take cuttings of most of the geraniums you will see and overwinter in rather ingenious pallet-based 
invented greenhouse, part-filled with autumn collected leaves for heat, topped with slatted shelf for 
master plants; Aimee finds room in her proper greenhouse for 80-100 cuttings – yes, we manage well! 
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A final thought – Bishop Joseph Butler a great theologian who wrote The Analogy of Religion to the 
Course of Nature, was Bishop from 1738 to 1750. He created a garden between the then Bishop’s Palace 
(destroyed by fire in the 1831 Bristol Riots) and the graveyard. His Chaplin described this as “the 
garden with secluded walks and arbours” and noted that the Bishop was accustomed to walk in the 
garden late into the night. No doubt on these walks he was pondering the comparison of theology with 
nature. 

We hope you find similar inspiration in the garden as it exists today: a place for contemplation, peace, 
prayer, memories, relaxation or whatever you want it to be. Enjoy. 

Peace be with you and thank you. 
Norman Sage 

 

 

Summer Cream Tea and Bubbles 

On Thursday 29th July sixteen people sat down for a Cornish cream tea at Roger and Mary Opie’s 
apartment with its view over Brunel’s Suspension Bridge. The warm weather gave guests the choice of 
sitting outdoors on the terrace if they so wished. Roger is a proud Cornishman so for tea we enjoyed 
home-made scones in the authentic Duchy way, jam first with the clotted cream on top – (Rodda’s of 
course!) as well as slices of Warren’s delicious saffron cake. A glass of prosecco was offered to round 
off a very enjoyable and convivial afternoon. 

The Launch of the Moon Event 

Friends were invited to the launch party for the Moon project. Its creator Luke Jerram was among the 
speakers at the launch, as was a representative of the St Mungo’s homelessness charity who spoke 
eloquently of his experience of its care, and his subsequent work the charity.  

Autumn Harbourside Coffee Morning 

Friends met on a beautiful September morning to enjoy chatting in the sunshine on the veranda of 
Tony and Anne Lee’s historic Engine House, with its panoramic view of the harbour. It was a pleasure 
to be able to sit down and talk to Friends while enjoying a choice of delicious cakes and a constant 
supply of excellent coffee. Thank you so much Tony and Anne for your hospitality. 
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Honorary Treasurer’s Report and Accounts for 2020 
 
 

I am presenting the financial position that is set out in the 13 page 2020 Annual Review, which has 
been issued to the members who requested it. [Attached as Appendix 1] 

This has been independently examined and reviewed by David Cottrell, Chartered Accountant, who 
confirms his satisfaction on page 7. 

I will be commenting about the financial activities shown on pages 8 and 9. 

Total income was £12882.  This is made up of subscriptions, donations and events, which totalled 
£3074, which, due to the required cancellation of our events programme, was £1294 below 2018. 
However, the interest and investment income totalled £9808; this is £970 above 2018.  

All our investments are held with UK Registered Financial Institutions in line with the 
recommendations of Diocesan and National committees.  

Total expenditure was £10749, including grants of £10629 as mentioned by Rachel, and the cost of 
£120 for the independent examination.  The total was £6362 above 2018. 

This provides an operating surplus of £2133 and we must add the unrealised gain from our 
investment portfolio totalling £21533.   

This provides an overall increase on our total assets of £23666 to a year-end total of £374168, 
made up of bank accounts of £1087 and investments of £373081. 

This is an overall gain of nearly 7%, a very satisfactory position for the Friends. 

 

Tony Lee, Hon. Treasurer 

  



The Friends of Bristol Cathedral Subscriptions 

Annual Individual Membership £25.00 

Annual Joint Membership £40.00 

Corporate Rate for Churches, Schools etc. £50.00 

Please indicate if you would like a receipt for tax purposes. 

Reg. Charity No. 274399    Friends of Bristol Cathedral 
AGM 2021 

Some members kindly take the opportunity of adding a donation to their 
subscription, and that is much appreciated. 

The Cathedral Website 

Comprehensive information about the Cathedral is available on the 
Cathedral website: 

https://bristol-cathedral.co.uk 

The website includes details of services and events, music, the Cathedral’s 
work on social issues and other projects, a virtual tour, opportunities for 

volunteering, and a Who We Are page that lists contact details for  
Cathedral clergy and staff 

https://bristol-cathedral.co.uk/faith-worship/sermons-lectures


ANNUAL REPORT 

2020 

Friends of Bristol Cathedral 

Registered Charity No 274399 

APPENDIX A
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES FOR THE 
12 MONTHS TO 31 DECEMBER 2020  

The Trustees present their report with the financial statements of the charity for the 
year ended 31 December 2020.  

The Trustees have adopted the provisions of the Statement of Recommended Practice 
known as FRS 102 (SORP) introduced in January 2015. 

Structure, Governance and Management 

The company is registered as a charitable company limited by guarantee 
The Friends of Bristol Cathedral is run by an Executive Committee of Trustees. The 
Committee normally meets every 3 months. 

Vision and Mission 

The objectives of the Friends are: 

• To further the religious and other charitable work of Bristol Cathedral and
• To assist and promote the restoration, maintenance and repair of the fabric,

fittings, ornaments, vestments and other contents of Bristol Cathedral

Values and Strategic Aims 

• To work together with the Cathedral Chapter to fund projects which beautify the
Cathedral, care for its fabric and enrich its worship.

• To support the worship and music of the Cathedral
• To support the educational work of the cathedral
• To raise and invest money to further the objects of the Friends
• To arrange activities which further the above objects or promote fellowship

among members of the Friends
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Achievements and Performance in 2020 

• Council of  Friends: The council only met once during 2020 due to the
restrictions  imposed by the Corona virus.  The planned fund raising and social
events were postponed.  The AGM was also postponed and was eventually held
on April 22 2021 via Zoom.

• Projects:  The Skype kitchen refurbishment was completed.

 Future Plans 

Much of what was planned for 2020 has been carried forward to 2021: 

• The production of a new, updated  Friends application form
• Improving publicity for the Friends highlighting the recent contributions of the

Friends to the worship and work of the Cathedral
• Continuing to offer a varied programme of events and fundraising activities to

enable us to achieve our aims.

Rachel Barrett 
Chair 
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Financial Review 

Income for the period totaled £12882, (2019 £13206) from member subscriptions, 
donations, events and income from investments  

Expenditure was £10749  (2019 £4387) including  grants of £10629  (2018 £3000). 
which includes £1200 to complete  the  formal inventory of the chapters records in the 
Cathedral and a grant of  £9429 to upgrade of the Chapter House tea and coffee facility. 

Administration costs of £120 covered a donation towards the Loaves and fishes 
programme, as requested by Mr. David Cottrell, in lieu of a charge for the Independent 
Examination of the Annual Report 

The resultant operating surplus was £2133 in the year, (2019 £8819) 

Financial Assets are held with the CBF Church of England Funds, in line with Diocese and 
National standards, the majority is held in equity funds, showing an increase in value of 
£21553 (6%) in the year  

At the end of the year, the charity has reserves of £374168 (2019 £350482) 

Trustees’ Responsibilities in relation to the Financial Statements 

The Trustees are responsible for maintaining proper accounting records which disclose 
with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and which 
enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the new FRS 102 
(SOFA) and the Charities Act 2011.  

The Trustees are also responsible for the safeguarding of the assets of the charity and 
hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other 
irregularities. 

Reference and Administration 

The financial statements comply with the current statutory requirements, the charity’s 
governing document and the SORP ‘Accounting and Reporting by Charities’. 

On behalf of the Trustees, 

Rachel Barrett    Chair 
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Report of the Independent Examiner 

 
I report on the accounts of the charity for the 12 months to 31 December 2020 , set out 
on  the following pages:  
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 
 
As the charity’s trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts.  You 
consider that the audit requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (the Act) does not apply. 
  
It is my responsibility to state, on the basis of procedures specified in the General 
Directions given by the Charities Commission under s145(5)(b) of the Act, whether 
particular matters have come to my attention.  
. 
Basis of the independent examiner's report 
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the 
Charity Commissioners.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records 
kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It 
also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and the 
seeking of explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.  The 
procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an 
audit and, consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the 
accounts. 
 
Independent examiner's statement 
 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the 
requirements: 
a    to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 130 of the Act; and 
 
b    to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply 
with the accounting requirements of the Act have not been met; or 
 

2.  to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 
understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

 
 
David Cottrell FCA 
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Friends of Bristol Cathedral 

 
Statement of Financial Activities for year ended 31 December 2020 

 
    Note Unrestricted Restricted Total   Total   
         2020        2020     2020        2019 
                                                                       £              £             £             £ 

   Income                                                  2 
 
Individual and Corporate subscriptions      2835    -      2835          2184  
 
Donations     207        -                207            296 
 
Legacies        -     -            -      - 
 
Events        32     -            32 1,888 
 
Interest income     41         64           105   160   
 
Investment Income    6019      3684          9703 8,678   

 
  Total Incoming resources             9134      3748          12882    13206    
   

Grants        10629          -          10,629  3,000  
 
Operating costs                                                   120           -   120  1387 

 
   Total resources expended            3    10749         -           10749   4387 
 
   Net incoming resources                                 (1615)      3748 2133    8819 
             
   Other unrealised Gains and Losses    14034       7519    21553  46546   
 
   Net Movement of Funds                              12419        11267  23686   55365  

                         
Funds brought forward at 1. January 2020  216820      133662    350482  295117   
     
Funds c/fwd at 31.December 2020                            229239     144929   374168  350482   

 
The statement of Financial Activities has been prepared on the basis that all 
operations are continuing operations.  The Charity has no gains or losses other 
than dealt with in the Statement of Financial Activities. The notes on pages 11 to 
13 form part of these financial statements.  
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Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2020   

     
Note                   £   £   

                                   2020                      2019 
Fixed Assets                                  
 
                  
 Investments         4           373081              341720   
 
Current Assets    
               
 Debtors                     5        -          -                                                  
            
             Cash at Bank                      1087  8762                                 
  
 
          Total Current Assets                                               1087   ,762                                  
                         

 Total Assets        374168  350482          
  
Liabilities                               
 
 Creditors – Amounts falling due                       -                                        - 

 within 1 year                                     
 

Net Assets       374168                        350482                          
         
The funds of the Charity    
 
 Designated funds         6     4180                    10,200       
                                                 
 Unrestricted funds             225059        206620                          
                
 Restricted funds          7            144929       133662          
             
        
Total Charity funds                                         374168       350,482     
                         
The notes on the following pages form part of these financial statements 
 
 
 
Rachel Barrett      
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Statement of Cash Flows for the year ended 31 December 2020 

Cash flow from Operating Activities 2020 2019 
  £   £ 

Net movement of funds per SOFA 23686 55,365 

Adjustments for 
Decrease  in Debtors              -  855 

Purchase of Fixed Assets          -      - 

Net cash provided by operating activities 23686 56220 

Changes in cash / cash equivalents in the operating period    £                           £ 

Cash / cash equivalents at 31 December 2019     350482        294,262

Net cash provided (as above)           -  23686   56220         

Cash / cash equivalents the end of  31.December 2020          374168      350482
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Notes to the Financial Statements as at 31 December 2020 
 

1. Basis of Preparation 
 

The financial statements have been prepared under the historic cost 
convention, with the exception of investments, which are included at fair 
value following the recommendations of the Statement of Recommended 
Practice known as FRS 102 (SORP) introduced in 2014 covering charities 
with a year end after January 2015 

 
2 Accounting Policies 

 
a) Income  

 
All income is accounted for on a cash  basis,  

 
Incoming receipts from tax reclaims are included in the SOFA  on receipt 
of funds  

 
b) Fixed Assets 

 
The friends have no fixed assets 

                         
                  c)   Recognition of Liabilities 

 
These financial statements recognise all liabilities that the charity has 
responsibility for.  The charity is not aware of any contingent liabilities 

    
3 Resources Expended 

 
          3.1      Expenditure for raising funds    2020  2019 

     £                      £ 
 

Direct fundraising expense      -  995 
     
    

          3.2     Direct Charitable Expenditure                                        2020                2019 
                  £                  £ 

                     Grants       10629  3,000 
 
          Administrative costs       120   1387 
   
 
  Total Direct Charitable Expense   10749  4,387  
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The Trustees received no remuneration or expenses for trustee activities in 
 the year.  

4           Investments 

        The Trustees have arranged the following Investments with UK Registered 
        Financial Institutions 

 £ 

CBF    General funds deposit a/c  9691 
CBF   Lilian Simmons Trust Deposit a/c 17546 

CBF   Lilian Simmons fixed interest income shares 22826 
CBF   Lilian Simmons  Income shares 104558 
CBF   Church of England Investment fund      218460 

. 
 Year end investments are valued in total at £373081   (2019   £341720 ) 

5             Debtors  nil 

6        Designated funds 

The Trustees have determined to create a “Designated fund” to support the 
committed projects to be undertaken in 2021 
. 

7. Restricted Funds Balance Additions Charge    Balance 
31.12.19             in year             in year    31.12.20 

               £    £   £    £ 

Lilian Simmons fund   133662              11267                  -              144929 

The additions in the year relate to the Investment returns being reinvested and 
unrealised increases in fund value   
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8.  Analysis of group net assets between funds 
 

       Funds at 31.12.20 are  represented by: 
 
   Designated    Unrestricted Restricted      Total  

    Funds £ Funds £ Funds £          Funds £ 
 
        Bank accounts                                  1087               -                  1087  

      
        Investments       4180                223872           144929        373081           

     
         Total                    4180        225059           144929        374168 
 
 

     9.          Commitments 
 
 

There are no other commitments  that are not recorded in the financial       
statements. 

 
 

--------------------------------- 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES FOR THE  
12 MONTHS TO 31 DECEMBER 2020  
 
The Trustees present their report with the financial statements of the charity for the 
year ended 31 December 2020.  
 
The Trustees have adopted the provisions of the Statement of Recommended Practice 
known as FRS 102 (SORP) introduced in January 2015. 
 
 
Structure, Governance and Management 
 
The company is registered as a charitable company limited by guarantee 
The Friends of Bristol Cathedral is run by an Executive Committee of Trustees. The 
Committee normally meets every 3 months. 
 
 
Vision and Mission 
 
The objectives of the Friends are: 
 


• To further the religious and other charitable work of Bristol Cathedral and 
• To assist and promote the restoration, maintenance and repair of the fabric, 


fittings, ornaments, vestments and other contents of Bristol Cathedral 
 


 
Values and Strategic Aims 
 


• To work together with the Cathedral Chapter to fund projects which beautify the 
Cathedral, care for its fabric and enrich its worship.  


• To support the worship and music of the Cathedral 
• To support the educational work of the cathedral 
• To raise and invest money to further the objects of the Friends 
• To arrange activities which further the above objects or promote fellowship 


among members of the Friends 
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Achievements and Performance in 2020 
 


• Council of  Friends: The council only met once during 2020 due to the 
restrictions  imposed by the Corona virus.  The planned fund raising and social 
events were postponed.  The AGM was also postponed and was eventually held 
on April 22 2021 via Zoom. 


• Projects:  The Skype kitchen refurbishment was completed. 
 
 Future Plans 
 
Much of what was planned for 2020 has been carried forward to 2021: 
 


• The production of a new, updated  Friends application form 
• Improving publicity for the Friends highlighting the recent contributions of the 


Friends to the worship and work of the Cathedral  
• Continuing to offer a varied programme of events and fundraising activities to 


enable us to achieve our aims. 
 
 
 
 
Rachel Barrett 
Chair 
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Financial Review 
 
Income for the period totaled £12882, (2019 £13206) from member subscriptions, 
donations, events and income from investments  
 
Expenditure was £10749  (2019 £4387) including  grants of £10629  (2018 £3000). 
which includes £1200 to complete  the  formal inventory of the chapters records in the 
Cathedral and a grant of  £9429 to upgrade of the Chapter House tea and coffee facility. 
 
Administration costs of £120 covered a donation towards the Loaves and fishes 
programme, as requested by Mr. David Cottrell, in lieu of a charge for the Independent 
Examination of the Annual Report 
 
The resultant operating surplus was £2133 in the year, (2019 £8819)  
 
Financial Assets are held with the CBF Church of England Funds, in line with Diocese and 
National standards, the majority is held in equity funds, showing an increase in value of 
£21553 (6%) in the year  
  
At the end of the year, the charity has reserves of £374168 (2019 £350482) 
 
Trustees’ Responsibilities in relation to the Financial Statements 
 
The Trustees are responsible for maintaining proper accounting records which disclose 
with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and which 
enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the new FRS 102 
(SOFA) and the Charities Act 2011.  
 
The Trustees are also responsible for the safeguarding of the assets of the charity and 
hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other 
irregularities. 
 
Reference and Administration 
 
The financial statements comply with the current statutory requirements, the charity’s 
governing document and the SORP ‘Accounting and Reporting by Charities’. 
 
On behalf of the Trustees, 
 
 
 
Rachel Barrett    Chair 
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Report of the Independent Examiner 


 
I report on the accounts of the charity for the 12 months to 31 December 2020 , set out 
on  the following pages:  
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner 
 
As the charity’s trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the accounts.  You 
consider that the audit requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (the Act) does not apply. 
  
It is my responsibility to state, on the basis of procedures specified in the General 
Directions given by the Charities Commission under s145(5)(b) of the Act, whether 
particular matters have come to my attention.  
. 
Basis of the independent examiner's report 
 
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the 
Charity Commissioners.  An examination includes a review of the accounting records 
kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records.  It 
also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and the 
seeking of explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters.  The 
procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an 
audit and, consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the 
accounts. 
 
Independent examiner's statement 
 
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention: 
 


1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the 
requirements: 
a    to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 130 of the Act; and 
 
b    to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply 
with the accounting requirements of the Act have not been met; or 
 


2.  to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 
understanding of the accounts to be reached. 


 
 
David Cottrell FCA 
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Friends of Bristol Cathedral 


 
Statement of Financial Activities for year ended 31 December 2020 


 
    Note Unrestricted Restricted Total   Total   
         2020        2020     2020        2019 
                                                                       £              £             £             £ 


   Income                                                  2 
 
Individual and Corporate subscriptions      2835    -      2835          2184  
 
Donations     207        -                207            296 
 
Legacies        -     -            -      - 
 
Events        32     -            32 1,888 
 
Interest income     41         64           105   160   
 
Investment Income    6019      3684          9703 8,678   


 
  Total Incoming resources             9134      3748          12882    13206    
   


Grants        10629          -          10,629  3,000  
 
Operating costs                                                   120           -   120  1387 


 
   Total resources expended            3    10749         -           10749   4387 
 
   Net incoming resources                                 (1615)      3748 2133    8819 
             
   Other unrealised Gains and Losses    14034       7519    21553  46546   
 
   Net Movement of Funds                              12419        11267  23686   55365  


                         
Funds brought forward at 1. January 2020  216820      133662    350482  295117   
     
Funds c/fwd at 31.December 2020                            229239     144929   374168  350482   


 
The statement of Financial Activities has been prepared on the basis that all 
operations are continuing operations.  The Charity has no gains or losses other 
than dealt with in the Statement of Financial Activities. The notes on pages 11 to 
13 form part of these financial statements.  
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Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2020   


     
Note                   £   £   


                                   2020                      2019 
Fixed Assets                                  
 
                  
 Investments         4           373081              341720   
 
Current Assets    
               
 Debtors                     5        -          -                                                  
            
             Cash at Bank                      1087  8762                                 
  
 
          Total Current Assets                                               1087   ,762                                  
                         


 Total Assets        374168  350482          
  
Liabilities                               
 
 Creditors – Amounts falling due                       -                                        - 


 within 1 year                                     
 


Net Assets       374168                        350482                          
         
The funds of the Charity    
 
 Designated funds         6     4180                    10,200       
                                                 
 Unrestricted funds             225059        206620                          
                
 Restricted funds          7            144929       133662          
             
        
Total Charity funds                                         374168       350,482     
                         
The notes on the following pages form part of these financial statements 
 
 
 
Rachel Barrett      
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Statement of Cash Flows for the year ended 31 December 2020 


 
 


Cash flow from Operating Activities    2020  2019 
           £    £ 
 
Net movement of funds per SOFA              23686  55,365 
  
Adjustments for     
    Decrease  in Debtors                         -   855 
        


Purchase of Fixed Assets           -       -  
 
    


Net cash provided by operating activities                                        23686 56220 
      


 
 
Changes in cash / cash equivalents in the operating period    £                           £ 
 
Cash / cash equivalents at 31 December 2019        350482            294,262


         
 
Net cash provided (as above)           -            23686    56220             


                           
 
Cash / cash equivalents the end of  31.December 2020                374168             350482
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Notes to the Financial Statements as at 31 December 2020 
 


1. Basis of Preparation 
 


The financial statements have been prepared under the historic cost 
convention, with the exception of investments, which are included at fair 
value following the recommendations of the Statement of Recommended 
Practice known as FRS 102 (SORP) introduced in 2014 covering charities 
with a year end after January 2015 


 
2 Accounting Policies 


 
a) Income  


 
All income is accounted for on a cash  basis,  


 
Incoming receipts from tax reclaims are included in the SOFA  on receipt 
of funds  


 
b) Fixed Assets 


 
The friends have no fixed assets 


                         
                  c)   Recognition of Liabilities 


 
These financial statements recognise all liabilities that the charity has 
responsibility for.  The charity is not aware of any contingent liabilities 


    
3 Resources Expended 


 
          3.1      Expenditure for raising funds    2020  2019 


     £                      £ 
 


Direct fundraising expense      -  995 
     
    


          3.2     Direct Charitable Expenditure                                        2020                2019 
                  £                  £ 


                     Grants       10629  3,000 
 
          Administrative costs       120   1387 
   
 
  Total Direct Charitable Expense   10749  4,387  
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The Trustees received no remuneration or expenses for trustee activities in  
         the year.       


 
        


4           Investments  
 


        The Trustees have arranged the following Investments with UK Registered  
        Financial Institutions 
  
           £  
   
CBF    General funds deposit a/c       9691 
 CBF   Lilian Simmons Trust Deposit a/c   17546  
CBF   Lilian Simmons fixed interest income shares   22826 
CBF   Lilian Simmons  Income shares               104558 
CBF   Church of England Investment fund                218460 
  
. 
 Year end investments are valued in total at £373081         (2019   £341720 )          


   
 
5             Debtors   nil 


                                                                                
 


6             Designated funds 
 


The Trustees have determined to create a “Designated fund” to support the 
committed projects to be undertaken in 2021 
. 


 
 
  7.    Restricted Funds Balance  Additions Charge    Balance 


                                                            31.12.19             in year             in year    31.12.20 
                   £     £    £    £  


 
  Lilian Simmons fund   133662              11267                  -              144929 
 


The additions in the year relate to the Investment returns being reinvested and 
unrealised increases in fund value   
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8.  Analysis of group net assets between funds 
 


       Funds at 31.12.20 are  represented by: 
 
   Designated    Unrestricted Restricted      Total  


    Funds £ Funds £ Funds £          Funds £ 
 
        Bank accounts                                  1087               -                  1087  


      
        Investments       4180                223872           144929        373081           


     
         Total                    4180        225059           144929        374168 
 
 


     9.          Commitments 
 
 


There are no other commitments  that are not recorded in the financial       
statements. 


 
 


--------------------------------- 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 







