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From the Dean
Silence falls at the dinner table for a moment and my daughter is in there
like a shot, ‘If you could only eat one meal for the rest of your life, what
would it be?’ There are endless variations, ‘read one book, see one film,
drink one wine…’ I can never rise to the challenge; I can never make a
choice. I try to persuade my daughter that this a theological point, God
divided one thing from another in creation, light from dark, waters
above from waters below, and so on. She will have none of it and tells
me I dither too much. Now, holding a year in review, there are the same
dilemmas. In all that variety what do we pick out, what do we measure?
The question of how you measure a cathedral’s year is an interesting
one. We have just produced an annual review which has some numbers
in it. One hundred and fifty thousand visitors, two-and-a-half thousand
children at education events, seven thousand worshippers between
Advent and the feast of St Stephen. Which of those figures should
interest us most, and what do we make of the new statistics, the number
of tweets on our twitter account, the number of visitors to the website?
The Cathedral is not just a sacred space for worship, not just a bit of
heritage, not just a place of education. All these activities matter.
We Have our Lives
Staying with the website statistics for a moment, they show a very sharp
rise in August, the month we launched our World War One
commemoration, We Have Our Lives. The title is taken from a poem by
Bristol’s own war poet Isaac Rosenberg, Returning we hear the Larks,
Sombre the night is.
And though we have our lives, we know
What sinister threat lurks there.
In a major display in the south choir aisle with two touch screens, and
on our website, you can now trace the history of the war in the stories of
local men and women who gave their lives, month by month in the war
years. In the months ahead we will build on this fascinating archive with
lectures and events and with a major education programme. Just as
importantly these men and women are now firmly in our prayers. It is
good to see that already it has such a following. We are so grateful to
Mike, our terrier-like researcher and writer.
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People
After momentous changes last year we have had a little less coming and
going. Even so, since the last report we have welcomed Canon Nicola
Stanley our new Precentor. She came to us from the Diocese of
London where she had served as Vicar of All Hallows in Twickenham
and as an Associate Diocesan Director of Ordinands. She is a linguist
with an interest in art and experience in leading pilgrimages. She has
settled in with easy grace and is already an admired and loved member of
the community. We also have a new lay member of Chapter, John
Savage CBE. Well known in Bristol, he has served with distinction in
numerous organisations, most notably perhaps as GWE Business West
and the Chamber of Commerce. He is Chairman of University
Hospitals Bristol, Chairman of Learning Partnership West and was
Chairman of the Learning and Skills Council for the South West. He
has also led the Churches Council for Industrial and Social
Responsibility.
We have welcomed the arrival of a Development Director, Naomi
Miller. This is a new post made possible by the generosity of the
Cathedral Trust. Naomi came to us from jobs in the Fitzwilliam
Museum in Cambridge and the Sainsbury Centre at UEA. In six short
months, she has transformed our aspirations and we are talking, with
confidence, of one major project to improve our failing heating system,
and another to renovate an elderly organ and a third to transform the
west end of the cathedral. She has already had significant success in
raising funds and is a welcome partner in conversations inside and
outside the cathedral.
We have recruited new lay clerks and choral scholars and welcomed
support from temporary vergers and part time Coffee Shop and office
staff. At the time of writing we are much missing the company of our
Canon Pastor, Robert Bull. He had a very minor stroke in July. I am
delighted to report he is making a good recovery and we are already
talking of his phased return to work, but it will be some time before he
is able to shoulder all the burdens he was carrying and he and Margaret
remain in our prayers.
Our Building
Work never stops. The best story of the year is the flourishing, newly
restored cathedral shop. This work was made possible by the generosity
of the Friends and, once again, I express my gratitude for that.
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We have relaid floors and had a wonderful time while our archaeologist
peered into graves in the Eastern Lady Chapel. Soon to follow will be
new toilets (long overdue) and the beginnings of improved arrangements
for keeping the building warm.
Worship and music
The choir has had a wonderful year with one of the strongest back lines
we have had and some wonderful children who have grown in
confidence. Their year was crowned with a highly successful tour to
Poland with a detour to Leipzig. Meanwhile, a new chamber organ, a
very generous anonymous gift, has adorned many an evensong. We
have celebrated ten years of the episcopal ministry of Bishop Mike,
processed into the legal service, celebrated with schools and rejoiced in
some magnificent Christmas and Easter services.
And
There is always more. The Cathedral Primary School has had a
marvellous first year and looks ahead to an eventual move into the lower
floors of the adjacent City Library. In the Cathedral Choir School there
has been another marvellous year of academic achievement, and
wonderful music. The best story about the school is in the record
numbers of children seeking admission.
We have had Gromit the dog staying with us and marvelled at the
crowds who came to see him. We have had students on placement from
our link at the Marktkirche in Hannover. The University of the West of
England has had another series of graduation ceremonies; there has
been another marvellous High Sheriff’s concert and the BBC have been
filming Wolf Hall here.
How could you possibly pick out a single highlight? How do you sum it
all up? Well, there was a moment that sticks in my mind. It was Palm
Sunday last year and a group of young women, choreographed by
Margaret Bull and dancing to music by Brahms. They told us a story
about the moments after Christ’s death. In itself it was a thing of power
and beauty, but it also proclaimed afresh the great story of redemption
and hope. For a few moments the cathedral and the community within
it knew the truth and saw it shine. That is our calling here and it is a
privilege to share it.
Dean David Hoyle
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Friends
September 2013 – September 2014
We welcome the following new members:
Mr Bob Latham
Mr John Muse
We record with sympathy and remembrance those who have
died during the past year:
Mr F Brown
Mrs Brenda Dammers
Mr Andrew Gulland
Mr John Gunn
Mrs Elizabeth Tomlinson

Agenda for Annual General Meeting of the Friends of
Bristol Cathedral 2015
To be held at 2.00pm on Sunday 31 May 2015 in the Chapter House
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Opening prayer
Remembrance of members who have died recently
Apologies for absence
Approval of minutes of Annual General Meeting held on
23 June 2014
Election of Officers and new Council members.
Annual subscriptions
Dean’s review of the year
Precentor’s report
Honorary Treasurer’s report and adoption of accounts
Friends’ annual outing
The Annual Report
AGM’s ratification of planned future projects
Any other business
Closing prayer
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Friends of
Bristol Cathedral 2014
Held on Sunday 15th June 2014 at 2.00pm in the Eastern Lady Chapel
1. The meeting opened with a prayer from the Dean
Those members who have died since the last AGM were
remembered.
Those members joining since the last AGM were welcomed.
2. Apologies for absence:
Apologies for absence were received from Aileen Moon, Rita
Banfield, Maureen Clark, Julia Trevett, Jim and Angela Harris, Jon
Thorne, Gill Duncan
3. Those present:
The Dean, Canon Nicola Stanley, Richard and Carmel Outhwaite,
Mick Leary, Trish Morris, Frances Harries, Jeannie Whatmough,
Katharine Jewell, Alison and Doug Gunnary, Peter Clark, Susan
Hampton, Lionel Reeves, Frank Clarke, Robin E Wild, Ann Plaister,
Sue and Jeremy Leighton, Steve Wood, Bob Latham, Fleur Luce,
Robert Radwell, David Banfield, Martin and Phoebe Christie, Keith
and Sue Norton.
4. Election of Officers and new Council Members
A nomination was received for Frances Harries to fill the vacancy
created by Katharine Jewell’s retirement as Lay Vice-Chairman of the
Friends. The proposal was seconded and carried unanimously.
Sue Norton’s offer to be Secretary of the Friends, as no volunteer
had come forward since the last AGM, was warmly received,
proposed, seconded and carried unanimously.
5. Subscription Rates
Annual Membership

£25

Concessions

£10

Life Membership

£200

Joint Life Membership

£300
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6. The Role of the Friends
The Dean gave an account of the recent activity of the Cathedral
Trust and the Fitzhardinge Society and described a meeting held
recently involving Council members from the Friends and the
Cathedral Fundraiser, Naomi Miller. He outlined a plan which
would secure the future activity and independence of the Friends
whilst permitting it some joint activity with the Fitzhardinge Society.
Bob Latham spoke in support of the proposals and assured the
meeting that the Friends had an independent and positive role in the
Cathedral, supporting projects enhancing the life of the Cathedral.
A question from the floor queried whether this was day-to-day
housekeeping and was advised that it was for small improvement
projects such as new altar linen and refurbishing the shop.
7. Dean’s Report
The Dean reported on departures and arrivals in the Cathedral
Chapter and described the process by which a new diocesan canon
might be appointed. He announced the appointment of both Naomi
Miller, the Cathedral Fundraiser, and a new Education Officer,
Christine Hughes. He then reviewed the year drawing special
attention to the worship which is at the heart of cathedral life and the
support that the Friends had given to the refurbishment of the
Cathedral shop. He thanked Cathedral volunteers for all their effort.
He described events in the past year and recent work on Cathedral
fabric. He then looked ahead to major projects facing the Cathedral
in the future.
8. Precentor’s Review
Canon Nicola Stanley reported that she had arrived a few days before
Ash Wednesday and was catapulted into the very busy Easter period.
It had also been very busy since Easter with Ascension Day, a Tank
Regimental Service, Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, Corpus Christi and
three Ordination Services all in four weeks! She reported a good
level of interest in auditions for new choristers, a successful
appointment of a tenor lay clerk and auditions for a bass lay clerk.
Canon Nicola will be accompanying the choir when they tour
Germany and Poland in the summer of 2014. A series of sermons is
planned for Advent with invited preachers.
Canon Stanley thanked colleagues and Friends for the welcome that
had been extended to her.
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9. Treasurer’s Report
Keith Norton presented the accounts. It was proposed that they
should be accepted and this was duly seconded and unanimously
agreed by the meeting.
10. Friends’ Outing
Peter Clark gave details of the next Friends’ Outing to Tewkesbury
Abbey and Deerhurst Saxon Church on Saturday 6 September 2014.
A list was provided for those wishing to join in.
[A report of the outing can be found on page 20.]
11. Annual Report
Trish Morris would welcome contributions from the Friends of
articles of interest for the Annual Report and asked for them to be
sent to her.
12. Funding by the Friends
The Dean, in his report, showed pictures of the newly refurbished
shop funded by the Friends and expressed his delight at the new look
of the shop, which is now showing a profit.
The Friends have been approached to see whether they would now
consider funding a refurbishment of the Coffee Shop. The Coffee
Shop is a modern addition to the Cathedral building and lacks charm
and character. It was felt that with some clever design work a space
could be created that better reflects the Cathedral while retaining the
sense of sanctuary and peacefulness.
Friends were asked to consider three options:
1. A minimal option including branding, re-decorating, new
windows and a better kitchen area – approx. £30-35k.
2. A medium option - the above plus a small coffee machine –
approx. £35-40k
3. A top option – the above plus better lighting and a larger
coffee machine – up to £40-45k.
Keith Norton reported that he had had further discussion with
Wendy Matthews who had received further advice from an expert in
the field who believed that improvements could be achieved more
cheaply than these estimates. It was felt that it is an important
project for the Friends to support, which would benefit the
7

Cathedral and be a positive reflection of the work of the Friends.
After discussion it was agreed to offer up to £45k for refurbishment
as detailed in the top option, proposed by Richard Outhwaite,
seconded by Douglas Gunnery and agreed by all present.
13. Date of the next AGM
The date of the next AGM is to be decided at the next meeting of
the Council. 1

1

This will be 31 May 2015. Please see page 4 for the Agenda.
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The Archbishop of Canterbury’s Visit
“I was hugely encouraged by my weekend in the Diocese of Bristol - I saw God
at work, people learning to love and follow Jesus Christ, and loving their
communities – doing the things Christian communities do, that are the glue
that holds this country together.”
Archbishop Justin and his wife Caroline arrived in Bristol on Friday
September 12th. Following events at St Mary Redcliffe School, Christians
Against Poverty and Trinity College, he came to the Cathedral for the
Standing Room Only event. The Cathedral nave was lit up in colours of
purple and blue and the audience were able to hear faith stories, listen to
music from 'The Inexplicables', and see an exhibition by local artist
Sheona Beaumont, and a video installation by UWE Professor Terry
Flaxton. They were also able to find out more about the work local
Christian charities are doing in Bristol.
On Sunday the Archbishop attended a breakfast with members of the
Fitzhardinge Society and then preached at the main Cathedral Eucharist.
The Bishop of Bristol presided at the service and the Bishop of Swindon
(Lee Rayfield), the former Bishop of Southwell and Nottingham
(George Cassidy), and the Archdeacon of Malmesbury (Christine
Froude) were also in attendance.
.
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This Cross is for All of Us
Archbishop Justin's sermon at Bristol Cathedral
Sunday 14th September 2014
The Archbishop of Canterbury preached this Holy Cross Day sermon at
Bristol Cathedral on Sunday during his visit to Bristol diocese.

Archbishop Justin at Bristol Cathedral (Picture: David Pratt)

Thank you so much to Bishop Mike and to the Dean for the invitation
to preach at this service.
When I was a curate in Nuneaton my wife, Caroline, was in a jewellers
waiting to get a new battery for a watch, and the person in front of her
wanted to buy a cross for someone. And the lady behind the counter
said: “We’ve got two sorts of cross: we’ve got a plain one and we’ve got
one with a little man on it.” I think she missed the point.
The point is exactly the reverse. For the first three or more centuries of
Christian history, the cross was the reason people attacked Christianity.
The insane scandal of the cross was seen as the most justifiable reason
for dismissing Christian faith as absolute rubbish. Why? Because you
only crucified really bad people. They were the ones who went to the
cross. And the idea that you could have a faith that was based around a
figure that had been crucified was clearly insane. And so when pagans
wrote about why Christianity was rubbish, they started, of course, with
the cross. It was a scandal.
And yet today it is probably the object that is at the heart of more art, of
more architecture, of more of the way we think of things, of the world
around us, than any other symbol – not only in our own countries, in
the ancient Christian traditions, but across the whole world. If you want
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to say you’ve been particularly badly treated, you talk about being
crucified. It is the centre of the way we look at things. This very
cathedral, of course, is built in the shape of a cross. The bishops here are
wearing a cross, each of us, and, in a rather bizarre bit of symbolism, the
primatial cross, of course, for an Archbishop is not a cross, it’s a double
cross. It’s always worth remembering that when you’re dealing with
Archbishops…
But what is it about the cross that inspires us to call this day Holy Cross
Day? Why is it the object that so captivates us, that so catches us? What
is it about it that means Christians engrave it, paint it, sculpt it in their
homes, in their churches, even on their bodies?
What is it about the power of this emblem that compels athletes,
soldiers, priests, explorers, singers to sign themselves with the cross
before any moment of great endurance or fear?
And why is this day, and indeed every day, different because of those
two pieces of wood which were hastily but securely fixed together?
The readings we have heard have a seam of gold running through them
that shine light on our path as we seek to answer this question. Each of
them has, as their central theme, the cross of Jesus Christ. That is no
surprise, for this cross is at the centre of all things – in heaven and on
earth. And rightly so: for, as Luther said, the cross of Christ tests
everything.
You might be surprised to hear me say that the cross is in the centre of
each of all our readings. In the first reading, in the book of Numbers, it
was only a bronze serpent, set up in the middle of the wilderness. For
those who are struggling to remember which particular moment in that
story that was, it’s one of the fairly repetitious ones where the people of
God are moaning. They whinged, moaned and wimped their way
through 40 years of travelling round the wilderness (that is a short
summary of parts of the Pentateuch, but it’s more or less accurate).
They might have been freed from captivity in Egypt, but the journey to
freedom was not as easy as they had hoped. It never is. Bad goes to
worse when they get into a plague of vipers and they are bitten by snakes
the whole time. Moses is instructed by God to set up a bronze serpent
on a pole and to lift it high, that anyone who is sick can look at it and
live. It’s seen by Old Testament scholars as one of the oldest parts of the
Old Testament, one of the most original parts, and it has often puzzled
people. But Jesus talks about it in a different way, as a symbol of what
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will happen to him; that the symbol of evil will be turned into the power
of good.
It is universally agreed that when Jesus talks about the ‘Son of Man’ he
meant himself. And Jesus is declaring that when he is lifted up from the
earth, on the cross, like the snake, all who turn to him will believe.
And it has been one of the themes of these three days in this diocese for
me. The group of us who came down here have been fantastically
looked after. I know there was some consternation yesterday in
Malmesbury about where I baptised or reconfirmed the baptism of 19
people in a pool, in full robes, in the open air outside Malmesbury
Abbey with a large crowd around. After I’d waded around in this pool
for some considerable time, and the microphone had rather complained,
I obviously then confirmed them – and I have to say it’s one of my
quicker confirmations because the air was getting pretty chilly and they
were shivering… Then, of course, I had to go and change, so some poor
people who lived near the Abbey found themselves imposed upon by a
dripping wet Archbishop. And apparently beforehand there were great
worries about whether it was a fitting place for an Archbishop to
change. (It always seems that people worry about what fits me much
better than I worry about it myself.)
But let’s see what is fitting for Jesus. He is the one who comes from
above, says Philippians, who came because he did not count holding on
to what he had as something essential, but he gave it all up. Nothing was
fitting except he came and lived a fully human life so that we could be
caught up and live a life with God. He came to be like us, so that we had
the opportunity to become like him. He was extraordinary in his love.
He lived the most brilliant of human lives – but that is not the most
wonderful thing. He teaches the most profound truths as only a true
genius can, in the simplest of ways – but that is not the most wonderful
thing. The most wonderful thing is that he considered it fitting to be
lifted up on the cross.
We are living through a time when it seems that daily the darkness
deepens, the shadows fall, the weight of human evil seems to grow; and
even those who stand up for what is good find themselves assailed on
every side. All of us today will have heard this morning of the brutal,
cruel murder of David Haines. He was in the Middle East on
humanitarian work. He had gone to serve the people of Syria and Iraq,
and his captors captured him, held him, toyed with the hopes of
freedom, and then killed him.
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And so where is Christ in that? On Holy Cross Day, we are reminded
above all that he is with David Haines, that he is in the depths of evil
and the depths of our own suffering because of the cross. We will pray
for David’s family and remember him, but we can remember with hope
because of the cross.
And there will be many here today who are themselves going through a
cross of sorts; perhaps with relationships in the family, with work and
debt, bereavement or illness, or the fear of it. There will be much
suffering in this cathedral this morning, mostly unseen. And all that
sounds pretty grim were it not for the fact that on Holy Cross Day our
eyes are drawn to the cross.
In Coventry Cathedral (where I worked for five years and where I was
involved in conflict management and reconciliation work, including in
the Middle East, including one visit to Iraq, including in the Holy Land,
much in Nigeria and other places of profound and deep brutality) at the
east end, by the high altar, of the new cathedral, built after the
destruction of the Second World War, there is a tapestry, 80ft high, 35ft
wide. It’s a tapestry by Graham Sutherland of Christ in glory. And there
is the ascended Christ on his throne; it’s a wonderful, profound piece of
art, magnificent. When you stand at the back of the cathedral, it was
designed by Basil Spence so that was the only bit of colour you could
see; everything else is grey. But there at the end are these brilliant greens
and yellows and golds, and Christ in glory. And at his feet, between his
feet, because the figure is 70ft high, is a small man; and even Christ in
glory, on either side of that human being, has the marks of the cross in
his feet, on his hands.
I used to sit there before some of the more dangerous trips, in my stall
in the cathedral as a canon, and look up at that during Evensong, and
pray, when I was really nervous. And I remember my eye always being
drawn by that man and the recognition that, wherever I was going, that
Jesus had gone further; whatever the costs might be to me, they had
been greater to him, because that man on either side had the marks of
the cross on the giant feet of Christ.
Where is Jesus in the depths of our suffering? He is the God who
became wholly human, who stood by our side, who sucked into himself
every ounce of sin and suffering and brutality of this world, before then
and after, in total injustice, absorbed it, held it, overcame it and rose
from the dead, and is alive and with us by his Spirit today in reality and
truth.
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And therefore death is defeated, despair is overcome, whatever we feel,
wherever we are, however weak we are, afraid we are, depressed we are.
You can be overwhelmed by the sorrows of this world – many are,
sadly; depression assails them and only darkness seems all around. And
yet Jesus remains light, whatever we feel, and loves us, however much
we turn away.
So this cross is for all of us. It’s for David Haines and his family. It is the
cross of sorrows and grief that says God loved us enough to come and
share every ounce of it with us. Grace upon grace, love to the loveless
shown, that they might lovely be.
And the response he calls us to – to trust this grace and love with our
lives. The one who is lifted high on the cross requires more than a
glance from us, more than a quick squint or look. He calls us to believe,
to trust, to take this love for us as the most certain thing in our lives: to
become those who take up our cross and follow him, who consider it
fitting for us not to live life for ourselves, for our own glory, our own
power, because that way lies evil and darkness; but live our lives for
others, sacrificing everything. That is what it means to take up our cross,
it’s what Jesus said. And when we do that, the morning breaks, the light
fills our lives and our hearts and our world.
And as God’s people we are called to go out and draw others to find
that extraordinary life that is found in the death of Jesus Christ. To be so
confident, as his church, that this is God who died that we might live,
who became like us so that we might be like him – that we will share
that news, in the way that God came to us we will go to others. In that
way, and that way alone, through history: through the overcoming of the
Roman Empire without a sword drawn or a shot fired by the church
over four centuries; in the overcoming of the Dark Ages through the
monasteries of St Benedict, and the retention of human learning and the
love of community and the preaching of the good news of the cross.
Through even the 20th century, the darkest of all history, where in the
darkest of the darkest places the light of Christ was still held up. If we
live as Jesus lived, if we share what Jesus gave us, if we proclaim the
good news of the cross, then truly the light overcomes the darkness.
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The Choir of Bristol Cathedral
This has been an exceptionally busy and fulfilling year for the Cathedral
Choirs, and our wonderfully able and dedicated team of singers has
provided music at the highest level for the liturgy of our magnificent
Cathedral.
Our choristers have enjoyed a very good year with both teams (boys and
girls) performing extremely well. We are currently running with 24 girls
and 19 boys (including probationers). We continue to be firmly
committed to our two top lines and take huge pleasure and pride in what
they are achieving. We have also enjoyed the services of a team of very
good men. We welcomed two new Lay Clerks this September in the
forms of Dan Robson (who combines his singing duties with being
Director of Music at Clifton College), and Nils Greenhow, who joins us
after a year at Chelmsford as a Choral Scholar.
The Choir continues to be very busy, without even including the singing
of some 240 services! We found ourselves live on Radio 3 again in
March, performing Howells’s St Paul’s Service, receiving much acclaim
for a stirring, powerful performance.
This summer the Choir was on tour in Krakow and Leipzig, and enjoyed
some stunning concerts to appreciative audiences in wonderful venues.
Two years of intense fund-raising, including concerts at the Polish
Church in Bristol, a barn dance, cake sales, and a host of other events,
finally came to fruition as we left Bristol by coach in early July, just after
the end of term. We began at the Thomaskirche in Leipzig (formerly
the place of work for one J S Bach), giving a 30 minute recital and
enjoying the many photo opportunities afforded by this iconic building,
and the statue of its most famous son outside. Then onto Poland. As
well as enjoying the many wonderful churches of Krakow we also took
in visits to Auschwitz, the Weiliczka salt mines, and a folk dance evening
(much enjoyed by the choristers, who all participated with great
enthusiasm …). On our return leg we sang in the glorious Nicolaikirche
in Potsdam. If you’d like to see pictures from the tour please visit the
Cathedral website. We are, as ever, grateful to Jeremy Kirk, Sarah
Jenkinson, and our new Precentor, Canon Nicola Stanley, for their
support and hard work.
The Cathedral Choir continues to be heavily involved with Bristol
Voices, our singing outreach project, and the Choristers have once again
been into a number of different primary schools in Bristol over the year,
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showing what they do and offering support and encouragement. We
have been delighted to continue to welcome those schools back to join
us for a concert.
Our Cathedral Consort (youth choir), which caters mainly for former
choristers and other talented singing youngsters continues to develop
under the direction of Paul Walton, our Assistant Organist, and we look
forward to more great things from them over the year.
Mark Lee

The Choir Tour to Poland
In July 2014 the Cathedral Choir travelled to Krakow via Leipzig on their biennial
tour. Tim Popple describes their tour.

As the town where J S Bach worked and died, Leipzig is of particular
significance to musicians, and the choir was honoured to sing in front of
his tomb in the Thomaskirche, where he was choirmaster from 1723
until his death in 1750.
From Leipzig we travelled on to Krakow, where the lion’s share of the
tour would take place. We were privileged to sing in the Redemptorist
Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour. This church was Pope John
Paul II’s chapel when he was Bishop of Krakow. Outside the church
there is a plaque, with his apostolic motto “totus tuus” inscribed on it.
While in the church we sang Gorecki’s anthem of the same name.

16

Krakow is a beautiful city, and
we enjoyed some free time. The
choristers were able to explore
the central square, with the
famous Cloth Hall, while the
gentlemen ventured a little
further to experience authentic
Jewish Polish cuisine in
Kazimierz, the Jewish Quarter.

The gentlemen and older choristers spent a day at Auschwitz and AuschwitzBirkenau, which needs little introduction or elaboration, except to say that it is
something that will remain etched into the memories of those of us who went for
their rest of our lives.

As a choir we have been
lucky to sing in a number of
locations. Cathedrals,
churches, concert halls, on
greens, in airports… But
perhaps the most unusual of
all was singing several
hundred feet underground in
the Weiliscka Salt Mines.
With magnificent carvings
made in the salt by the
miners the salt mines are a
fascinating and unusual place. (We were invited to lick the walls to taste
the saltiness. Some of us partook of this offer…) There are several
chapels dotted around the mine, and we sang in the largest of these, St
Kinga’s Chapel.
We returned via Potsdam, where the final concert of the tour was sung,
and for some of the choristers, their last official engagement in the
Cathedral Choir. The choristers spent a day at Heide Park, a Theme
Park en route to the ferry.
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Grateful thanks to Mark Lee, Paul Walton, Sarah Jenkinson, Jeremy
Kirk, and Canon Nicola Stanley, for the organisation beforehand, and
supervision during the tour. Also a note of thanks to Dave Harvey for
his sterling work in securing so much of the
tour sponsorship. Of course thanks go to
Ken and Jerry (yes, Ken and Jerry) our
tireless coach drivers for the duration of the
tour. And thanks to all the parents, partners,
and friends and supporters whose fundraising
efforts made it all possible.
Tim Popple

Happy Hippos Children’s Church
Di Lee writes of this year’s activities
The Happy Hippos have enjoyed another year of shared worship and
friendship, led by a fabulous team of dedicated leaders to whom I am
hugely grateful. We are keen for more people to see what we do and get
involved with this vital part of the Cathedral's ministry, so please speak
to Di if you would be interested in coming along to one of the Sunday
morning sessions to observe.
Here are some of the highlights of the year 2013-14:
Family Carol Service
Lana and Joe were Mary and Joseph last year and led Gigi the donkey
beautifully all the way up the centre Nave.
The Dean narrated the
nativity story with the
help of friendly hand
puppets and by the end
of the story the stage
was teeming with
shepherds, angels, wise
men and even a camel!
The prayers were read
by our older children
and the Christ Child
carried in procession by
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Zoe.
Christmas party
Great team work was on show and not just in the party games! Two of
the helium-filled balloons broke free from their anchor and floated up
onto the ceiling of the Chapter House, a very long way up! Clever tactics
were brought into play- sellotape applied sticky side up to another
helium balloon which was gradually let out on the end of a very long
piece of string. After much coaxing it stuck to the escaping balloons
which were pulled back down to safety. Three cheers to Dave De Silva
for the rescue mission!
Presenting to the Congregation
The children have very much enjoyed showing everyone what they have
been doing in their activities on a Sunday morning, and I know that this
has equally been appreciated by members of the Congregation. Two
occasions stand out: the Christingles on Advent Sunday and saying why
Mums are special on Mothering Sunday.
Summer Outing
We all had a lovely day out at the start of September at the Wild Place,
Bristol's newest attraction and conservation project.
Children and adults alike were mesmerised by the jostling goats, cute
lemurs and barefoot trail, the latter requiring the removal of shoes and
socks and walking through lots of different textures.
These included shredded tyres, sand, pebbles, what looked like broken
glass (!) and the favourite.......squelchy mud. Well they are Happy
Hippos!!

Di Lee
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The Friends’ Annual Outing 2013
Peter Clark reports on the outing to Great Malvern Priory and Worcester Cathedral
that he and his wife Maureen also planned and organised
On a fine September morning thirty Friends left Anchor Road by coach
en route for Malvern Priory. After a pleasant journey through the
Gloucestershire countryside with views of the Severn flood plain
followed by the Malvern Hills we arrived at the town of Great Malvern.
Stopping next to the Malvern
Theatre we took a short uphill
footpath to the Priory and
through its attractive churchyard
set into the steep hillside.
Inside we had coffee and biscuits
provided by the Friends of the
Priory. We then had a short talk
by the chairman and learnt that
interestingly the Friends’ aims
and challenges were much the
same as ours. A guided tour
Malvern Priory
followed and we discovered that
the Priory had been a Benedictine Monastery from 1075 to 1540.
Legend has it that it was built on the site of the martyrdom by the Danes
of St. Werstan, a monk from
Dewhurst. Our tour also included
one of the largest displays of 15th
century stained glass in England,
many carved misericords dating from
the 15th and 16th centuries and more
than 1000 medieval wall tiles that had
been produced and fired locally.
These tiles were mass produced by
kilns around Great Malvern and are
unique. They were transported
throughout England and to the
continent. There are several
Medieval tiles at Malvern Priory
examples of these tiles in Bristol.
Following the Priory visit there was time for a quick look at The Wyvern
Theatre complex before leaving for lunch in Worcester.
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We then reassembled in
Worcester Cathedral where the
secretary to the Friends of
Worcester Cathedral welcomed
us and introduced their guides
for a tour of the cathedral.
Worcester Cathedral was built
between 1084 and 1504 and is
unusual in having not one but
two transepts crossing the
nave. This feature of English
Worcester Cathedral
Cathedrals was to facilitate the
private saying of the Holy Office by many clergy or monks. Parts of the
building date from every century from the 11th to the 16th. The earliest
part of the building is the multi-columned Norman crypt with cushion
capitals remaining from the original monastic church begun by St
Wulfstan in 1084. Also from the Norman period is the unusual circular
chapter house of 1120, made octagonal on the outside when the walls
were reinforced in the 14th century. The nave was built and rebuilt
piecemeal and in different styles by several different architects over a
period of 200 years, from 1170 to 1374, some bays being a unique and
decorative transition between Norman and Gothic. John Clyve finished
off the nave, built its vault, the west front, the north porch and the
eastern range of the cloister. His masterpiece though is the central tower
of 1374, originally supporting a timber, lead-covered spire, sadly now
gone.
The tower has a ring of twelve bells plus three semitone bells and a nonswinging bourdon. The current peal of 15 ringing bells were cast in 1928
by John Taylor & Co. of Loughborough and from the metal of the
original ring cast in 1869. The ring is the fifth heaviest ring of twelve in
the world, only the bells in the cathedrals of Liverpool, Exeter, York and
St Paul's, London are heavier. The bells are also considered to be one of
the finest toned rings ever cast. The bells hang in a wooden frame that
was constructed in 1869 for the previous ring. Worcester Cathedral is
unique in having a purpose-built teaching centre equipped with eight
special training bells, linked to computers. The ringers were practising a
peal whilst we were in the Cathedral and one intrepid visitor climbed to
the top to discover just how much the tower swayed with the full peal in
progress!
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Between 1404 and 1432 an unknown architect added the north and
south ranges to the cloister, which was eventually closed by the
western range by John Chapman, 1435–38. The last important addition
is the Chantry Chapel 1502–04 of Prince Arthur, the elder brother of
Henry VIII and first husband of Catherine of Aragon.
The Cathedral contains the tomb of King John of Magna Carta fame in
its chancel. Before his death in Newark in 1216, John had requested to
be buried at Worcester.
Also buried within the Cathedral
are Richard Edes (d. 1604), a
chaplain to Elizabeth I and James I,
William Hamilton, 2nd Duke of
Hamilton (1616-1651), Scottish
Royalist commander during the
Wars of the Three Kingdoms and
Stanley Baldwin(1867–1947), Prime
Minister.
The composer Edward Elgar spent
View of the river Severn from
most of his life in Worcestershire
Worcester Cathedral
and he is commemorated in a
stained glass window which contains his portrait.
Worcester Cathedral has a long history of organs dating back to at least
1417. There have been many re-builds and new organs in the intervening
period, including work by Thomas Dallam, William Hill and most
famously Robert Hope-Jones in 1896. The Hope Jones organ was
heavily re-built in 1925 by Harrison & Harrison, and then regular minor
works kept it in working order until Wood Wordsworth and Co were
called in 1978. It was a large four-manual organ with 61 speaking stops.
It had a large Gothic Revival case with heavily decorated front pipes as
well as two smaller cases either side of the quire. This organ (apart from
the large transept case and pedal pipes) was removed in 2006 in order to
make way for a new instrument by Kenneth Tickell, which was
completed in the summer of 2008.The nave has a separate three-manual
Rodgers organ.
After our guided tour the Friends kindly provided tea in the cloister after
which we attended Evensong sung beautifully by the Cathedral Choir.
We arrived home safely at the end of a very interesting, full but happy
day.
Peter Clark
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Serving in the Cathedral
Peter Leppard was until very recently Head Server
As a volunteer joining the serving team at the Cathedral you have to get
used pretty quickly to feeling that everyone is looking at you. There you
are, highly visible in what a previous Dean described as “a white dress”,
and on big occasions, in front of several hundred people. You feel that
scratching that itch on the end of your nose will be commented upon by
dozens of people. In reality of course no-one notices. It is, however,
unavoidable for a member of the serving team to be in the public eye as
servers occupy the same space and are as visible as the clergy they are
assisting. Perversely then, one of the greatest compliments that can be
paid to a server after a service and back in ordinary clothes in the
Chapter House over coffee, is for someone to say, “hello, didn’t see you
serving today!”. You feel great as that is as it should be.
The purpose of the serving team is to help the clergy progress the
service and to do so without drawing attention to themselves and,
hopefully, without anybody else aware of anything apart from what is
happening in the Sanctuary. That of course is if everything goes right. It
is surprising how much can go wrong in a service that happens every
Sunday morning – and at other times beside! The trick, of course, is to
ensure that by carrying on confidently and without fuss the service
continues seamlessly. “Keep Calm and Carry On” as the poster says.
No-one is going to call “Cut!” and make you do it all over again to get it
right, although I am sure the Dean has been tempted to do so on more
than one occasion!
Serving in the Cathedral is quite different from serving in the Parish
Church. Yes, there are still family and friends in the congregation but
then so perhaps is the Lord Lieutenant, the High Sheriff, the Lord
Mayor, the Chief Constable, and a High Court Judge or two. So being
able not to drop anything, not to trip over one’s alb when going up
steps, not to feel faint holding a heavy Cross at a long Gospel reading, is
only part of a server’s trial. A Cathedral server has to be unfazed by the
size of the congregation, who is in it, or the presence of cameras.
Whether one is eight years old carrying the incense boat for a procession
around a darkened Cathedral, or of an age when one can remember
watching the Coronation on one of those new television sets, being a
server at the Cathedral can be daunting but it is also a great privilege. All
our serving team are trained as acolytes first, and then new roles are
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introduced based on aptitude and experience. All servers are encouraged
to develop an awareness of all the roles in the sanctuary including those
of clergy, so that if, perchance, something does not happen when it
should, the server knows how to respond. We are all covering for each
other in the serving team to make sure all that should happen, does so at
the right time. In that way we assist the clergy at the altar leading our
worship.
Although we serve in the Cathedral we are conscious that we are seen as
a model of good practice for parish churches all over the Diocese.
Consequently a number of our serving team are founder members of the
Company of Servers which was established two years ago. The Company
has a focus on training and sharing knowledge and experience. It is a
welcome opportunity for our serving team to meet fellow servers from
parishes near and far.
We are fortunate to have about 14 people in our serving team at the
Cathedral and servers can expect to serve twice a month. We have
young, not so young and not so old. We try to keep a gender balance
and are always on the look-out for suitable candidates to join our team.
The choir for many years has been the source of our younger servers as
former choristers are familiar with the services and confident in the
Cathedral setting.
There is a discipline to be observed as a server. Not drawing attention to
yourself includes ensuring that what you wear does not distract the
congregation or the clergy – trainers, coloured socks and tops are not
allowed. Behaviour too is important. Conducting oneself in a dignified
and sober fashion does not preclude a smile – worship is after all a joy –
but when serving the focus is on the service. When robing in the Sacristy
beforehand one has to remember it is a place of preparation, of prayer
and contemplation and not somewhere to relive Saturday’s football
result or what one did the night before.
All our serving team are conscious of the great privilege it is to serve at
the Altar of the Cathedral – it is something one never forgets. There is a
special element about serving in the church which is the focus for
worship in the city and diocese. I first served in my local parish some
forty odd years ago and never thought then I would be leading the team
in Bristol Cathedral. So I remember in my prayers to be grateful for
being permitted to make this contribution - a feeling I know is shared by
others in our serving team.
Peter Leppard
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Flower Arranging in the Cathedral
Gwenda Coles has been connected with flower arranging in the Cathedral for many
years, and in this article describes the background to her involvement
The Bristol Flower Decoration Society (BFDS) was founded in 1952
and Mrs Rosamund Wills, whose husband Alan was a member of the
tobacco family, became its first chairman. Forty years later, in 1992, Mrs
Wills wrote a short history of the society.
In the book it is recorded that in May 1958 Mrs Douglas Harrison, the
wife of the then Dean of the Cathedral, went to a meeting of the Society
in the old Royal Hotel on College Green. She was "so impressed and
thrilled that she ‘dared’ to ask for help from the Society as she felt that
the Cathedral flowers were not always worthy of such a beautiful
building". They immediately drew up a rota with two members going
every week to arrange the flowers.
In those days two pedestals were arranged:
one by the pulpit and another by the north
door. I understand that some of the
original members of the rota provided
shrubs for the Cathedral garden, many of
which still survive today. At that time
members of the Cathedral congregation
also had their own rota and were there
with us, but over the years this has
declined and has now ceased.
When I joined BFDS in about 1974 I was
very new to flower arranging. I worked
part-time and as I did not work on Fridays
(the day the flowers were usually arranged),
I was invited to join the rota; in those days
one did not ask to join the rota but had to
wait to be invited!

Pulpit flowers for Dean
Grimley’s installation
Grimley’s installation

A more experienced arranger came with me but I was soon introduced
to the work involved. In 1981 I was asked to join the BFDS committee
and my job was to run the Cathedral rota; as well as doing this rota the
BFDS ran a rota in St. Stephen’s (City) for which I was also responsible.
This went on until 1987 when I became the chairman of BFDS, and
could no longer combine both jobs, but I still continued on the rotas.
When I ceased to be Chairman I was again asked to run the Cathedral
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rota. I had always enjoyed this and, in fact, continued to do so until the
Society disbanded in about 1996, when we ran out of members willing
to take office. At that time I handed over our list of Cathedral
volunteers to the Chapter Clerk, who called meetings of the volunteers
to discuss the requirements for the year. St. Stephen’s decided to
organise their own rota.
Since I started re-reading Mrs. Wills's history
of the BFDS I realised how many festivals
and occasions in the recent history of the
Cathedral there have been in which I have
been part of the flower arranging team. I
have special memories of a few – one was
the distribution by the Queen of the Royal
Maundy in 1999; the four of us who
arranged the flowers were given seats at the
Service and afterwards the then Dean
arranged for us to have a set of the Maundy
money as a "thank you". Then the Songs of
Praise in November 2000 to commemorate
the Bristol Blitz in 1940; the pedestal I
arranged by the West Door was the one the
Flowers for the Royal
Maundy service
BBC focused on during the two minutes
silence.
Over the years there have been both triumphs and disasters: the
Christmas when one of the Cathedral members tripped down the
Chancel steps and broke her ankle; the day of the rehearsal for the
Maundy Service, the boys of the Chapels Royal rehearsing the wonderful
music, and the ceremony taking shape; the Remembrance Service when
the British Legion said they would send us the poppies – but when we
opened the two boxes instead of the expected large poppies they were
full of the small ones – in a panic two of us stayed in the Cathedral and
made lots of sprays with these small poppies while the other two
scoured all the Bristol shops trying to find large poppies to go into the
centre of the arrangements.
In September I was one of the arrangers for the Festival Eucharist at
which the Archbishop of Canterbury was the preacher. We arranged the
flowers on the Saturday, and when we had finished I think we were all
pleased with our work.
26

I shall always remember that before he started his sermon he
commented on the arrangements with the words
"I suppose it is like this every
Sunday"!!
I am a member of Christ Church,
Downend, and even though over
the years I have arranged flowers
there, most of my church flower
arranging has taken place in the
Cathedral. It has given me much
pleasure, as I have always felt it has
been a privilege to work in such
beautiful surroundings.
During the past years I hope I have been able to give some joy to the
people who are part of, or who have been visitors to, the Cathedral.
Gwenda Coles

The Cloister Garth Turning Circle
Bob Latham explains the ideas and symbolism that informed his design for the new
turning circle now installed in the cloister garth

When I was first approached to consider a design for the turning circle, I
was struck by its location in the heart of the old abbey cloister, and of
course at the centre of our Cathedral comings and goings today.
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It seemed appropriate to link the dual identities of this Holy site by
acknowledging both the Abbey of St Augustine and the Cathedral
Church of the Holy and Undivided Trinity.
The confines of a roundabout suggested the idea of a Celtic cross, and
this led to St Augustine’s Cross in Kent as suitable inspiration.
Originally, a fountain was intended to represent the Trinity at the centre
of the turning circle, but this was rejected on practical grounds. So it fell
to the stones to carry the symbolism alone, and thus the pattern became
of greater significance.

Four large stones represent the points of the cross. These in turn lead to
a circular path made up of seven stones representing the seven
sacraments. Within this circular path are three very large stones
representing the Trinity. Together they form one circle – three in one
with no beginning or end. At the very centre of the Trinity stones, is a
single perfect circle representing Heaven. The inscription is taken from
the Abbey rule, which is still read in the Cathedral today, ‘Live in unity in
the house and be of one mind and one heart in God’. The stone used is York
Stone which was quarried to order from Halifax in Yorkshire. The
largest of the stones weigh over half a ton each, and at nine inches thick
they are designed to last. The Lavender chosen is a modern cultivar of
the species traditionally grown in monastic herb gardens. The design is
unique to the Cathedral.
Bob Latham
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Reading a Gospel Right Through
“The Gospels (indeed the entire Bible) were never meant to be
read out loud in snippets wrenched from their contexts by a man
wearing a cut down night shirt, standing behind a well-polished
brass duck.”
2014 - St. John
For the past four years, fifteen days before Easter (the Saturday before
Passion Sunday) a team of readers, some regular or frequent attenders in
the Cathedral, and others who happily join in by a variety of chances,
have read the four Gospels right through. Mark, shortest, first, and
straight through; for the other three we gave ourselves a short break part
way through. Every year the Gideons have set up their stall, and joined
us for lunch afterwards in the Coffee Shop.
This year it was St. John’s turn.
Preparation
As his Gospel is so very and so deliberately different, our Dean accepted
an invitation to give an Outline Introduction; over two dozen gathered,
not knowing just how grateful and inspired we’d all be.
The Dean gave us Ten Headings:
1] It is different
2] Gospel beginnings tell us something
3] Seeing and not seeing
4] Irony
5] Opposition
6] Different Order of Events
7] Signs
8] Glory
9] Crucifixion
10] “I am…” sayings (all of which much more later).
It was decided that some of John’s Gospel would be delivered in
dialogue (a better, less emotive description than ‘dramatised’); many of
those reading managed to gather in the Old Library for twenty busy
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minutes between Post Eucharist coffee and Lenten Lunches on several
Sundays, to rehearse.
Presentation & Reactions
An unforeseen clash of calendars did mean that the final chapters were
read while the UWE Concert Stage Crew had no alternative but to start
getting ready for the performance that evening; even the best of Techies
trying to be very quiet can be an intrusive backstage noise. It felt to me
that to read Mark against the world interrupting would be almost
appropriate, but the Christ totally-in-command-of-the-situation in John
surely should have miraculously prevented any such interruption?
Thus, better prepared, it felt to me that this year’s reading of The Gospel
right through was – dare I say – better than those given on Mark and
Mathew and Luke. Some of the Voluntary Reaction Sheets agreed:
“I think it was a great success and should become a permanent
feature.”
“Dramatising certainly heightened the passages’ impact.”
“Something to be said for having the role of Jesus the same
throughout…”
“I thought it helped to portray the meaning but not sure it would have
done in the previous readings.”
Though not all agreed:
“I would be less happy if it were all dramatised – as we amateurs could
lose the impact of the Trial and Crucifixion.”
And one was less than delighted…
“… but so much was spoken by some in somewhat flat tones: I
wonder if they were reading the local newspaper they would inject
more interest into how they were presenting it.”
One Jesus or Several?
If it is thought worthwhile asking one person to read Jesus, then a
careful, prayerful decision must be made as to who is invited.
Secondly, this would mean that some readers may have much less to
read than hitherto. There are two ways of looking at that possibility:
some more nervous and humble readers might be glad to have
comparatively very little to read; The Woman Caught in The Act of
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Adultery comes to mind. But those who might feel underused may be
helped by a true story about Small Parts from the world of the Theatre.
In the 1940 London Old Vic production of King Lear the actor who is
alongside Lear as he carries in the corpse of his daughter Cordelia, and
delivers the line: ‘Tis true, my lords, he did’ in rehearsal called forth from
Harley Granville Barker this memorable note.
You’re under the impression that you’ve got one line to speak and that it’s not a very
good part. I assure you it is of the utmost importance. To begin with, I noticed when
you came on with Lear you just came on and stood. You should hardly be able to
stand… This very old man kills a man with his own hands, and then picks up a
hefty young woman and comes on to stage carrying her, and so, when you say, “Tis
true” you must realise that you are accepting that you’ve seen a miracle and that the
world is a very strange place.
Preparing for 2015
The insights opened up by the Dean and his Ten Headings, and the
experience of this year’s readers, encouraged some of us to look ahead
to what we might do and read in 2015. Those provocative headings are
far too good for us merely to appreciate them and move on. So, next
Passiontide on 21st March we shall again read the Gospel according to
Saint John, and prepare even more fully. By the time you read this the
Open Fellowship gatherings on the first Tuesday of each month at
6.00 pm for a light bite before we start work at 6.25 pm will have already
heard Archdeacon David Banfield on The Signs, the Dean on Glory, me
on Irony in John, and (possibly) me on Forgiveness in John. Still to
come are Canon John Wilson on the Passion (4th November), Canon
John Bowes on The Crucifixion (2nd December), the Precentor on
Religious discrimination in John (13th January) and the Dean on Seeing
and Not Seeing (10th February).
It is possible we may, if sufficient want to come, have a double
workshop on Saturday morning, 24th January. Part One to make a
wall-chart which will show clearly the repetitions and emphases running
through John’s Gospel and (maybe) Part Two on Not Taking Our
Voices for Granted. When one even begins to consider how much time
the choirs rehearse their singing, and only in weather-inflicted or trafficblocked extremis would dare to sing with minimal rehearsal, yet, simply
because we can sight-read there’s sometimes an assumption that, as
Flanders & Swann said in another context, “Practising beforehand spoils
the fun.” It is a hobby horse of mine, but then I need it: careful, humble
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preparation of the mind and of the voice – believe it or not –
discourages, where such discouragement is needed, showing off. Sir
Winston Churchill once said, “Extempore speeches aren’t worth the
paper they’re not written on.” Careful study may mean that we don’t try
to work out what we want to do to the Gospel, but what the Gospel
may do to us.
The Congregation?
And each year there have been a number of the Cathedral congregation,
and others, who have come along for all or some of the three hours.
Many years ago the actor Alec McCowen startled a huge number of
believers by reciting the Gospel of Mark from memory: so few of us
have ever read (leave alone heard) a Gospel right through. Reading right
through is worth doing for its own sake. This event is not theatre;
nevertheless, I dare to suggest that when Alan Ayckbourn writes about
his work: “But of course, nothing can happen onstage, not a dramatic gesture can be
made, a single speech declaimed unless you include live theatre’s other vital element, a
live audience. There’d be no point in starting out otherwise…”. He might just
have a word about sharing and listening.
On the day, as the Gospel is read, may both listeners and readers be
open to an entirely new experience/exploration.
We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.
Neville Boundy

We’ve Got to Get to Bethlehem
Canon Boundy has written a Nativity play. It will be performed in local schools in
November and December, and also given four public performances.
In 1981, under the Direction of Chris Denys, the then Principal, the
Bristol Old Vic Theatre School (BOVTS) first sent out to more than
thirty local schools a Theatre-in-Education (t.i.e.) tour of The Nativity,
written by Chris himself, based on the Wakefield and Chester Miracle
Plays. More than once BOVTS has included the Cathedral in its tour.
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When Chris retired it was decided to use new versions; three members
of the current staff have written scripts, each has been done twice.
It is not easy. Any author must, first, find what is suitable for young
audiences (who seem to know so little of “The Original” and often know
only two carols at most –a huge change since 1981); second, be sensitive
to our Multi-Faith society and avoid accusations of proselytising; third,
remember that the Director must have the individual needs of the
Acting Students in training high on their agenda.
Over a year ago I shared a lively lunch with John Hartoch (Head of
Acting Courses and the author of the third play, called Starry Night); at
the end John suggested that I have a go – not least because I’ve already
written two plays with Christian themes. In addition to the basic needs
which the t.i.e. exercise demands I wanted to use some scenes from the
York and Wakefield Mystery Plays; I also wondered, ‘Might I find a way
of using the contradictions between Matthew and Luke?’.
Fir six months I struggled; I received huge Editorial help from Shosh
Copley (my Editor for my other plays, and now for this one) and also
from Andrew Hilton (the Artistic Director of Shakespeare at the Tobacco
Factory). Eventually I offered a script to the Artistic Director of BOVTS,
Jennie Stevens. For some months I knew that several plays were in the
frame; when I received the promising phone call I felt like Bottom in A
Midsummer Night’s Dream: “for the short and the long is, our play is
preferred”.
We’ve Got to Get To Bethlehem goes into rehearsal in October; it will be
directed by John Hartoch, with Musical Direction by Pamela Rudge, and
the Designer is Susan Pearce. I look forward to seeing what they and the
lively and talented six actors and five actresses at the start of their
Second Year will do; I look forward, more nervously, to seeing it
performed in front of some young audiences. From watching the
various Nativities for over thirty years it is obvious that the young can be
the most demanding and the most appreciative of audiences.
In addition to the performances in schools there are four Public
Performances, at the Redgrave Theatre, in Percival Road, Clifton, on
Saturdays 6th & 13th December, at 10.00 am & 11.30 am, and tickets are
only £7, obtainable from 0117 9733955 or www.oldvic.ac.uk.
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Financial Report for 2013
Foreword
The accounts were presented in draft to the Friends' Council on 7 May 2014
they were then subjected to examination, and the examined accounts
presented to the Friends in General Meeting on 15 June 2014
Administrative details
The charity ("the Friends") was registered with the Charity Commission in
1976 as charity number 274399 with the following objects:
To co-operate with the Dean and Chapter in maintaining the fabric, fittings,
ornaments, books, manuscripts and vestments of and in the Cathedral
Church of the Holy and Undivided Trinity in Bristol and the precincts
thereof (excluding houses of residence), and in furthering any other scheme
to maintain and set forward their beauty, safety and utility.
The management and operation of the Friends are governed by a
Constitution, last amended in 2005. Routine management is delegated to the
Council of the Friends, which, for the time being consists of:Chairman (The Dean of Bristol)
Lay Vice-Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer/Covenant Treasurer
A Canon Residentiary of the Cathedral
(collectively known as the Officers) and four other Friends. The Friends at
the Annual General Meeting, details of which are given in the Annual Report,
elect members of the Council.
Under the will of Miss Lilian Simmons, a portion of her estate was left on
trust to the Friends. The Lilian Simmons Trust is registered as a subsidiary
charity of the Friends. The assets and liabilities of the Trust are accounted for
separately from those of the Friends, and are managed by a sub-committee of
the Friends Council.
The Charities Act 1993 and Accounting and Reporting by Charities
Statement of Recommended Practice (2005), provide that charities with a
gross income of not more than £100,000, may produce a Receipts and
Payments Account together with a Statement of Assets and Liabilities.
The Council adopted this method of presenting the Accounts, with effect
from the year ended 31 December 1999.
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Accounts for the Year Ended 31 December 2013
Receipts and Payments Account
INCOME
FUNDS
2012
RECEIPTS
Subscriptions
Income Tax reclaimed
Donations
Legacies
Investment income
Outings
Sundry receipts
Tf from Lilian Simmonds
Total
PAYMENTS
Grants
Festival/Lecture
Outings
Investments
Annual Report printing
Trustee admin costs
Other
Lilian Simmonds grants
Total
Bank balances 1 January 2013
Net receipts
Bank balances 31 December
2013

General
Purposes Restricted
2253.25
300.00
100.00
5866.83
1025.00
700.00
10245.08

20743.00
50.00
720.00
4104.44

3583.10

3583.10

5000.00

Total
2253.25
0.00
300.00
100.00
9449.93
1025.00
0.00
700.00
13828.18

1848.75
578.18
586.00
1000.00
9356.08
1350.00
0.00
0.00
14719.01

498.08
62.10
1012.00
3840.87
729.46
281.12
354.80
350.00
7128.43

350.00
25979.44

6000.00

25743.00
50.00
720.00
5104.44
0.00
12.00
0.00
350.00
31979.44

25469.63
-15734.36

9967.17
-2416.90

35436.80
-18151.26

9735.27

7550.27

17285.54

1000.00

12.00

Statement of Assets and Liabilities as at 31 December 2013
General Fund

Restricted

Total

Total
2012

5767.67
11517.87

6871.42
28565.38

17285.54
1222.61
800.00
83167.88 221458.52
91195.03 240766.67

35436.80
1685.37
550.00
202833.97
240506.14

Assets
Current Accounts
Deposit Accounts
Sub total
Debtors Dividends
Debtors Income tax (3yrs Est
Investments at market value
Total

5767.67
3967.60
9735.27
745.73
800.00
138290.64
149571.64

7550.27
7550.27
476.88

These accounts were approved by the Council at its meeting on 7 May 2014 and
were adopted by the Friends in General Meeting on 15 June 2014 and are signed
and dated by authority of the Council by the Chairman.
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Trustees' Report
Objectives of the Friends
The Friends work closely with the Dean and Chapter of Bristol and other
individuals and organisations connected with the Cathedral in identifying and
funding projects that are consonant with the registered objects of the
Friends. Such projects have, in recent years included:






Publishing a history of the Cathedral’s music
Buying two commissioned Icons
Refurbishing the Cathedral shop
Supporting the Music of the Cathedral;

This work is made possible by the receipt of annual and life subscriptions
from individuals and parishes, together with legacies & donations.
The assets of the Lilian Simmons Trust are used for projects consonant with
the objects of the Friends, taking into account the informal indication of the
testator that priority should be given, where appropriate, to supporting the
music of the Cathedral.
The Council has delegated authority to spend up to £6000 per annum on
small projects (but no single project to exceed £2000).
Activities during the period
This year we are delighted to be able to announce that we have completed
some rather large projects for the benefit of the Cathedral. We have been
able to finance the refitting of the shop. It now looks welcoming and the
Chapter were able to arrange for it to be operated by Aslan Books together
with our own willing volunteers. It has meant a real turn around for the shop
and it has started to turn in a profit. We also paid for the publishing of Canon
Wendy’s excellent book and will pay for the improvements to the sound
system this year. It has meant a reduction in our holdings, but the Friends
are there for just such purposes. It was agreed to pay for the refurbishment
of the Coffee Shop and catering facilities this year. The Friends had paid for
the original build and it is fitting that we pay for the refit. This will give our
visitors an even better experience and hopefully create a place where locals
regularly come to enjoy a coffee and the garden. The Advent Wreath is now
to be paid for by the Chapter through a generous gift.
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Future projects
We have undertaken to support the following activities that have not yet been
achieved: Money to restore monuments at the Chapter’s discretion £1400
Refurbishing the Coffee Shop and catering facilities. Maximum £45,000.00
Subscriptions and donations
We have been pleased to welcome a number of new annual and life members
during the year.
Minimum subscriptions were adjusted in 2013 to individual annual £25.00,
students and senior citizens £10.00, individual life £200.00, joint life £300.00.
Many Friends give considerably more. We encourage all who pay Income Tax
to sign Gift Aid forms to increase our income by a rebate from the
Government and a form is provided in the Annual Report for Friends who
wish to enable us to reclaim the tax on the subscriptions paid. This form
replaces the covenant form, which is now obsolete.
Investment Income
Investment rates have improved slightly and we have seen an increase in the
value of our holdings as well as income. We have received the tax claimed
back for the past two years as mentioned in last year’s report.
Grants made in 2013
General Fund
A History of the Music of Bristol Cathedral in
100 Objects
Refurbishment of the Cathedral Shop

Lilian Simmonds
Fund

3650.00
17093.00
20743.00

Donation to Bristol Cathedral Concert Choir

700.00

Grant to the Precentor for Cathedral Music

4300.00
5000.00

By order of the Council,
Signed and dated by the Chairman
15 June 2014
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The Friends of Bristol Cathedral
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Subscriptions for the current year are now due.
If you have not already paid, please send a cheque as below:
Annual Subscription

£25.00

Senior Citizens, Students, Unemployed

£10.00

Life membership

£200.00

Joint life membership

£300.00

Churches, Schools etc.

£10.00

Some members kindly take the opportunity of adding a donation to
their subscription, and that is much appreciated.
I enclose a cheque for £
Name ………………………………………………….
Address ………………………………………………….
………………………………………………….
…………………………

Postcode ………….

Signature
………………………………………………….
Date

………………………………………………….

Please tick the box if you would like a receipt for Tax purposes

Would you like to Leave a Legacy or
Bequest to the Friends of Bristol
Cathedral?
There is no limit on bequests to Churches for Charities, which
are exempt from inheritance taxes. The Friends’ Council very
much hopes that you will consider the Friends of Bristol
Cathedral when making or revising a Will. Your solicitor or
professional advisor will ensure that your wishes are carried
out to the letter, and can also advise on gifts of shares or
property. If you would like to support the historic fabric of Bristol
Cathedral so that future generations can enjoy its
magnificence, and the current concerns with music and
education, then you may like to use the following form of
words:
I give the sum of £………

to:

Or

devise and bequeath all my estate absolutely to:

Or

I devise and bequeath a …………… share of the residue
of my estate absolutely to:

The Friends of Bristol Cathedral (Registered Charity Number
274399), The Abbey Gatehouse, College Green BRISTOL BS1
5TJ, for its general purposes absolutely. The receipt of the
Treasurer or other Officer of the Friends of Bristol Cathedral will
discharge my Executors and Trustees.
Anyone who contemplates the drawing up of a Will, or making
additions to an existing Will, is strongly advised to seek
appropriate professional advice. The Treasurer of the Friends
or the Honorary Secretary will be happy to discuss any aspect
of legacies or other giving to the Cathedral. They may be
contacted through the Friends’ Office at the above address or
by ’phone on 0117 9253678.

Reg. Charity No. 274399
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