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The Chapter of Bristol Cathedral
The Dean.........................................The Very Revd Dr David Hoyle
Canon Precentor ................................... Revd Canon Nicola Stanley
........................................................................................(from March 2014)
Canon Chancellor................................Revd Canon Michael Roden
...................................................................................(from January 2019)
Diocesan Canon......Revd Canon Professor Martin Gainsborough
.........................................................................................(from May 2019)
Cathedral Chaplain...............................................Revd Sarah Evans
................................................................................... (from February 2017)
Capitular Canon.....................Canon John Savage CBE (Treasurer)
...................................................................................(from February 2014)
Capitular Canon..........................................Canon Anthony Brown
................................................................................. (from December 2014)
Capitular Canon...................................Canon Jon Cannon (Fabric)
..........................................................................................(from June 2011)

Bristol Cathedral, College Green, Bristol BS1 5TJ
Telephone 0117 926 4879
Fax 0117 925 3678
Office email: reception@bristol-cathedral.co.uk
Website: www.bristol-cathedral.co.uk
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bristolcathedral
Twitter: https://twitter.com/bristolcathedra
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Times of Services
Sundays:

7:40 am

Morning Prayer

8:00 am

Holy Communion (B.C.P.)

10:00 am
Weekdays:

Cathedral Eucharist

3:30 pm

Choral Evensong (with sermon)

8:30 am

Morning Prayer

12:30 pm
5:15 pm

Eucharist
Evensong (3:30 pm on Saturdays)

During term-time Evensong is usually sung by the Cathedral Choir.
The service on Wednesdays is with boys’ voices and on Friday is with
men’s voices. On Thursday the service is usually said.
Major festivals are observed with a Choral Eucharist, normally at 6:00 pm.

Cathedral Staff
Chapter Clerk
Master of the Choristers and Organist
Assistant Organist
Head Verger and Sub-Sacrist
Deputy Head Verger
Verger
Assistant Verger
Executive Assistant to the Dean
Music Administrator
Education Officer
Education Officer
Assistant to the Education Officer
Administrative Assistant
Finance Manager
Finance Assistant
Assistant to the Chapter Clerk
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Wendy Matthews
Mark Lee, FRCO MA
Paul Walton, FRCO M.Mus
Glynn Usher
Roger Dubois
Christopher Jones
Nigel Nash
(until May 2019)
Sarah Morris
Tim Popple
Frances Taylor
Gemma Dececio
(until July 2019)
Fiona Dorman
Wendy Pradalie
Andy Webb
Chrissie Graham
Kerry Vernon
(until December 2018)

From the Dean
In the Dean’s absence, his review of the year was read to the Friends at the
AGM in June by the Revd Paul Barrett
I am sorry I cannot be with you this afternoon as you meet, I am preaching at
the Civic Service in Norwich Cathedral.
Here is my review of a year in which two things have dominated our
experience. In the run-up to the Enthronement of our Bishop we could
think of little else. After Christmas we became increasingly busy with the
renovation of the Cathedral organ.
We will come to all that in a moment. We must start with our worship. If
there is a pulse to Cathedral life, it is in the cycle of Morning, and Evening,
Prayer, and in our Eucharists. With the help and skill of the Precentor, with
the support of our wonderful musicians and with the dedication of Vergers,
Servers, Readers, Intercessors and so many more, we have had another year
that has been prayed into and prayed through. Our music is as strong as it
has ever been with Lay Clerks, boys and girls all at the top of their game. We
are now supported, not just by the splendid Consort, but by the Melgas and
Fitzhardinge choirs, and we have had some memorable services in their
company. It is a mark of their commitment that so many of our Lay Clerks
feature in these extra services. Christmas, yet again, exceeded expectations in
numbers (we fill the Cathedral again and again and with wonderful music and
liturgy). We note, with other cathedrals, that congregations seem to be
moving away from the Midnight Mass. We see more and more people at
carol and toddler services. We have enjoyed some special services, perhaps
most notably the visit of the crew of HMS Prince of Wales who have laid up
a white ensign in the nave. Thanks as usual to the Canon Precentor Nicola,
to Mark Lee, Paul Walton, Sarah Jenkinson, all our musicians, our choir
parents, Servers, Vergers and so many others.
Work with children and young people continues to thrive. We were delighted
that Frances went on maternity leave and welcomed a new member of her
family and we have much enjoyed the company and talent of Gemma
Dececio who has been here to cover that absence. We have seen more
events and more children than ever.
Canon Martin left us, with our thanks and admiration, to become Bishop’s
Chaplain. Our Social Justice work continued undiminished (and particular
thanks to our ordinand Sam Ryland for helping us sustain momentum).
There is a regular visit to the homeless on our doorstep and the Cathedral
stepped up as a Winter Night Shelter.
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Our new colleague, Canon Roden, quickly brought his own particular
expertise in addressing issues across the boundaries of faith and nationality.
A Social Justice group keeps meeting and the Cathedral is deeply committed
to partnerships across the city. At the time of writing, I am delighted to say
that Martin has just returned to us as a Diocesan Canon.
We continued to care for our building with energy and imagination and the
year saw the completion of a wonderful refurbishment of the Lay Clerks’
Vestry. We have fitted new doors and hugely improved disabled access.
Thanks must be addressed to our Chapter Clerk, Wendy Matthews, who has
managed the staggering complexity of these projects while fielding issues
arising from a major Cathedral Choir School building project on our land.
While all that has been going on, it has been another year of change. I have
noted that Canon Martin left and returned and that Canon Roden has arrived
and become quickly engaged in addressing issues around our welcome and
our teaching. Chris Jones made a very welcome return as a Verger (and
occasional organist). Louise Anderson and Anne Lovejoy joined us to work
on an archive project funded by Heritage Lottery Fund. Nigel Nash had to
leave us as we began work on a staff review, but I am delighted to say that we
were able to part on good terms. Naomi Miller left us for a wonderful job
with the Bristol Festival of Ideas, a fitting tribute to her achievements here.
More seriously, Canon Jon Cannon suffered a very serious breakdown in his
health and underwent major surgery. At the time of writing, he is still
undergoing treatment and has decided to step down from Chapter. He has
been a wonderful and distinguished colleague and is always in our thoughts
and prayers.
Thanks go to all our staff, colleagues and to our dedicated volunteers.
Naomi left us on a tide of success. As I write this, the fund for our organ
renovation is just shy of £1,500,000. Despite that success, there is still a little
way to go. With that money in the bank, however, we have had the
confidence to ask for tenders for the work and we are looking to the work
being done in 2021. That piece of work has been fascinating, but very
time-consuming. As I said at the beginning of this report, the other major
feature of the year was the preparation and execution of a joyful and moving
service of welcome and enthronement as Bishop Viv arrived in the diocese.
We welcomed hundreds of guests and revelled in the formal and less formal
moments of a great day. Our musicians and all my colleagues surpassed
themselves in delivering a very complex event.
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All this has taken place against the backdrop of a continuing national debate
about cathedral governance. In a month’s time, that debate will move into
the General Synod. Elected as Chair of the College of Deans in October I
have had a ringside seat and occasionally I have found myself an actor in it.
It is difficult to be clear about what will emerge from Synod next year. We
will soon be regulated by the Charity Commission; we have already
strengthened financial and management systems, and I have welcomed many
of the suggestions made to us. It needs to be noted that stronger systems, of
themselves, will not rescue smaller, poorly-resourced cathedrals from their
vulnerability. It is not governance that is the main threat to us; it is funding.
We have had a good and lively year in Chapter and we have delivered a small
surplus on our annual budget. We have sold a clergy house and bought
another, nearer to the Cathedral, and we have debated staffing and security.
With the help of the Chapter Clerk, we have kept a necessary and attentive
eye on safeguarding and other forms of compliance, digested the impact of
GDPR (the EU General Data Protection Regulation) and much more
besides. My thanks to Chapter colleagues, and to members of the Cathedral
Council, Cathedral Trust, Choral Foundation, and Finance Committee.
Dean David Hoyle

Friends September 2018 – July 2019
We welcome the following new members:
Revd Dr Ian and Mrs Frances Bailey Mr Michael J Dismore
Mr Anthony and Mrs Anne Lee

Mr Roger and Mrs Mary Opie

Mr WNB Richardson

Mr Charles and Mrs Sue Ross

Mr D J Start

Mrs Margaret Taylor

We record with sympathy and remembrance those who have died during the
past year:
Mrs DH Fox
Mr John Lawrence-Mills
Mr Andy McNab
Mrs Gwen Sykes
Revd Desmond Tucker
Mrs Migs Williamson

Revd Jack House
Miss Valerie Maggs
Mrs Maggie Morley
Mr GM Symonds
Mr Chris Verity
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Friends of
Bristol Cathedral 2019
Held on Sunday 9th June 2019 at 2:15pm in the Chapter House

Present:

1.

Canon Nicola Stanley

John Briggs (Lay Vice-Chairman)

Sue Norton (Hon. Secretary)

Keith Norton (Hon. Treasurer)

Frances Bailey

Rita Banfield

Rachel Barrett

Paul Barrett

Joyce Briggs

Michael Dismore

Dorothy Field

Susan Hampton

David James

Katharine Jewell

Graham Joyner

Mick Leary

David Morris

Sally Morris

Trish Morris

Carmel Outhwaite

Richard Outhwaite

Tim Popple

Brian Stevens

Geoffrey Stevens

Pat Stevens

Sue Stevens

Margaret Taylor

Rosemary Thomas

Richard Wallace

Robin Wild

OPENING PRAYER

Canon Nicola opened the meeting with a prayer and the Lord’s Prayer.
2.

REMEMBRANCE

We remembered with affection and gratitude members who have died during
the year.
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3. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from the Dean and from:
Canon Neville Boundy

Andrea Caish

Henry Caish

Chris Cannock

Pauline Cannock

Martin Christie

Phoebe Christie

Simon Clarke

Revd Sarah Evans

David Flemington

David Jones

Meg Jones

Barbara Kimber

Anne Lee

Tony Lee

Ian Millard

Aileen Moon

Mary Opie

Roger Opie

Penny Parsons

Ann Plaister

Sue Ross

David De Silva

Ros De Silva

Jon Thorne

Terry Webber

Richard Wildash

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 2018 ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING HELD 10 JUNE 2018
The minutes were circulated prior to the meeting and were also available at
the meeting. One amendment was noted – apologies to Doug and Alison
Gunary for spelling their name wrongly.
Mick Leary proposed adoption for the minutes, seconded by Katharine
Jewell, all in agreement.
5.

APPROVAL OF CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION

Members received proposals from the Council for amending the constitution
prior to the meeting. John Briggs explained that these amendments arose
from national discussions, which the Dean had brought to the attention of
the Council, concerning the extent to which senior Chapter members should
play a guiding role in organisations established to secure the funding of
cathedrals. This was researched and discussed by the Council and it was
agreed that in future Friends should have a Lay Chairman. At the same time
it was judged that a continuing link with Chapter would be essential.
Council therefore proposed to create a new post of Patron, which would be
held by the Bishop of the Diocese, thus releasing the position of President,
which will be held by the Dean. The Dean will receive all agendas and papers
relating to the Friends with the right to attend Council meetings.
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Additionally, the new Constitution addresses terms of appointment to the
Council. In future, apart from Patron and President, all other officers will be
appointed for a period of three years with the possibility of re-appointment
for a second term but after that will be required to stand down for at least
one year. The same rule will apply to all Council members. Council also
proposed that elected members be increased from four to six, together with
the possibility of co-opting up to three additional members.
References to Life Members have been removed and Corporate Members
have been recognised. Finally it has been proposed that, in the event of a
wind-up situation, voting may take place both electronically and by post.
There were no questions and all present agreed that the changes should go
ahead.
John Briggs announced that Bishop Vivienne has agreed to be Patron and
hopes to come and speak to the Friends in the autumn of 2020.
6.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS

John Briggs explained that he would not be seeking re-election and, as the
new Constitution dictates, neither would the secretary or treasurer.
He proposed that Revd Rachel Barrett be appointed Chairman. Canon
Nicola thanked John for his sterling work on behalf of the Friends and for
steering the Council through the changes in the Constitution.
John thanked Sue Norton for her work in the role of Honorary Secretary and
proposed that Trish Morris be appointed Honorary Secretary.
He thanked Keith Norton for 19 years’ service as Honorary Treasurer of the
highest order and proposed that Tony Lee be appointed Honorary Treasurer.
Tony has had wide-ranging experience as a treasurer both in the private and
voluntary sector.
Susan Hampton spoke a few words about Keith and Sue’s commitment to
the Cathedral and other voluntary projects they are involved in.
John proposed that members accepted these appointments, seconded by Rita
Banfield and agreed by all present.
Other members of the Council remain the same – Penny Parsons, Revd Paul
Barrett, Tim Popple and Brian Prescott. It was proposed that two additional
members be elected – Frances Bailey and Mary Opie. All present agreed.
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7. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS
It was agreed that the new Council would review annual subscriptions.
8. DEAN’S REVIEW OF THE YEAR
The Dean was away at Norwich Cathedral preaching at their Civic Service. His
report was read by the Revd Paul Barrett – please see page 1.
9.

PRECENTOR’S REPORT

Please see page 10 for the Precentor’s report.
After her report, Canon Nicola was asked about the problems with the sound
system as members of the congregation are struggling to hear the service. A
new sound system is needed; it will cost £250,000.
There was also a question about the Sacred Space services, which are seen as
an important part of outreach. Canon Nicola explained that these only
happen during the autumn and the spring terms and numbers fluctuate. The
decision had been taken not to offer this service every week, but to offer one
service in Advent and one in Lent. The responsibility for the services had
been handed over to the ordinands and they had not always taken place.
There was a question about Community meetings – these are seen as an
important exercise in communication and a good forum for discussion.
Canon Nicola confirmed that there had been a meeting recently and that
there was no intention of stopping them.
Answering a final question about Facebook, Canon Nicola confirmed that
there is an opportunity to comment on Facebook. John Briggs thanked
Canon Nicola for her report.
10.

HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT

Keith Norton presented his report; the accounts were circulated at the
meeting.
The Treasurer reported that it had been a quiet year financially, although
income had risen due to an increased membership, a range of events put on
by members of the Friends’ Council, and a successful Gift Aid claim of
£110.73 by Rachel Barrett.
Investment income remains steady, but as Friends had to realise some
£12,262.00 of their assets, the return is slightly better than the previous year.
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The balance in the current account remains high – Friends have promised
£20,712 towards the ongoing refurbishment of the café and the Slype
kitchen. It was suggested that Friends should set time frames on grants,
otherwise it is difficult to consider and budget for other requests.
A most appreciated bequest of £300 had been received from the late Leslie
Barr.
The adoption of the accounts was proposed by Richard Outhwaite, seconded
by Dorothy Field and agreed by all present.
Keith recommended that the new Council should look at the subscription
structure and the future subscription rate.
11. LAY VICE-CHAIRMAN’S REVIEW
The Lay Vice-Chairman reported as follows on the previous year’s activity.
John Briggs reported a very successful joint visit to Gatcombe Court with the
Fitzhardinge Society.
Trish Morris generously opened her home on Advent Sunday for lunchtime
drinks and canapes.
In February members enjoyed a morning exploring some of the Cathedral’s
hidden gems with Roger Dubois.
In March Canon Anthony Brown talked about his family’s long associations
with Bristol’s mercantile history, his work as High Sheriff and as a Lay Canon
of the Cathedral.
Friends enjoyed the ‘Play that Went Wrong’ at the Hippodrome in July.
12. FUTURE EVENTS
7th September 2019 – Illustrated lecture by Frances Greenacre on ‘Artists and
the Cathedral and its setting: a visual history’.
Sadly the day seminar on the ‘Contribution made by West Country Cathedrals
to Innovation in Decorated Gothic Architecture’ has been put on hold due to
the serious illness of Jon Cannon.
8th December 2019 – Advent drinks and canapés
In May 2020 we anticipate the first visit of our new patron, Bishop Vivienne.
Please contact Rachel Barrett with ideas for future events.

8

13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
• Slype kitchen – update – a new commercial dishwasher and fridge are
on order and will be installed shortly. The layout of the sink area needs
investigating.
• Timing of AGMs – It was felt that Sunday afternoon is perhaps not a
good time to hold the AGM. It has been suggested that immediately
after Sunday morning Eucharist or alongside another event would be
more suitable. The new Council was asked to consider these
suggestions.
Canon Nicola thanked John for steering the Friends through a difficult time
and presented him with a small gift.
14. CLOSING PRAYER
The meeting closed with the Grace.
Friends enjoyed tea and cake and were invited to join Evensong.

Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Bristol Cathedral
2020
The date, time and agenda for the 2020 AGM will be circulated in due course.
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The Precentor’s Report
Canon Nicola Stanley gave her review of the year at the AGM in June
The Easter services went well. For the first time the Vigil included
confirmation, which made it a very long service.
The Director of Music is on sabbatical. One vacancy for a Lay Clerk has
been filled and there is a second vacancy. Places have been offered to four
boy and four girl choristers for September 2019. The standard of the
auditions was very high.
‘Thy Kingdom Come’ was a tremendous success, a very inspirational service.
The Bishop will confirm nine young people on Trinity Sunday. The next few
weeks will be very busy with Corpus Christi and the ordination of 11 priests
and 13 deacons.
We look forward to welcoming visiting choirs during the summer break and
also a visiting ordinand from St Stephen’s House in Oxford.
Links with Trinity College continue. Both the Dean and I regularly lead
training session for ordinands and the recently ordained. Emma Harrison
will be on placement during the coming year.
The ‘Flog It’ programme at the Cathedral was a huge success and identified a
very valuable piece of church silver.
I would like to thank Tim Popple, the Music Administrator, who following
the departure of Naomi Miller, also now leads on social media.
Canon Nicola Stanley
June 2019
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Hidden Places in Bristol Cathedral
John Briggs reports on the Secret Cathedral coffee morning and guided tour for the Friends
that took place on February 19th
A company of Friends assembled in the Chapter Vestry on this February
morning to enjoy coffee and cake before setting out on a journey of
exploration in the Cathedral. We are all familiar with the Nave, the Quire,
the two Lady Chapels and the Berkeley Chapel. What more then is there to
see?
We started with an etching in the vestry which showed how there had once
been a fireplace and chimney in the Chapter House, but we could hardly
detect this when we went downstairs, so expertly had the reconstruction of
the south wall been carried out, and of course that same wall contains the two
fake stone exits, one to the Slype kitchen and another to the garden.
In the Sacristy we viewed the weird sixteenth-century black and white plaques
with their rather strange message, some indicating Bristol’s nautical
connections. Very precious apparently, but rather strange subject matter,
executed originally, it has been suggested, as visual aids for the boys of the
Cathedral School! The door through to the Night Stairs from the Sacristy has
a date of 1667 on it but is actually mid twelfth century. Above is an ancient
window high up in the wall as you move from the Sacristy to the Night Stairs,
now much worn by constant use and provided with wooden overlay for
modern usage.
In the Berkeley Chapel we were invited to trace the outlines of ancient wall
paintings as well as the remarkable fifteenth-century chandelier, rescued from
the bombed Temple Church and depicting a Madonna and Child set over a
figure of St George and the Dragon.
The back of the altar frontal on the altar in the Eastern Lady Chapel was
revealed to the delight of all as a gift from the tapestries used in Westminster
Abbey for the coronation of the Queen.
A good number were enabled to ascend to the organ and view the Cathedral
from the vantage point of the organist whilst samples of the organ’s tone
were demonstrated.
We were all indebted to Roger Dubois, our indefatigable Deputy Head
Verger, as our expert guide on this most interesting tour. At the time of our
visit the Lay Clerks vestry was being restored so we were unable to visit that
or the subcroft chapel – a sufficient excuse for us to have another visit to
hidden places of the Cathedral.
John Briggs
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Life as the High Sheriff of Bristol
On March 30th Canon Anthony Brown gave a talk to the Friends about the office of High
Sheriff and his experiences during his tenure 2017-2018
In an absorbing and entertaining talk Canon Brown
told the Friends of the background, nature and
thousand-year history of the office of High Sheriff and
his experience of it. He also told us of his own family’s
nearly two-hundred-year involvement with Bristol and
its maritime tradition.
The High Sheriff’s role dates back to Saxon times,
when the ‘Shire Reeve’ was responsible for the
maintenance of law and order within the county. It is
the oldest secular Office in the UK after the Crown.
The list of nominations to the post of High Sheriff for
each shrieval county is presented to the Queen, who
by long tradition, pricks the parchment with a silver
bodkin next to the selected name for each county.
Canon Brown described his formal outfit: Court Dress, unchanged since the
late seventeenth century. The dark velvet coat is worn with a white lawn
stock, velvet breeches, cocked hat, sword, buckled shoes and white gloves.
The outfits are extremely expensive and there is a brisk second-hand market
in them.
His formal duties in the office included attendance at royal visits to Bristol
and support for High Court Judges when on Circuit here. In welcoming and
ensuring that the judges were comfortable and entertained, Canon Brown and
his wife sometimes found themselves dining in extremely exalted company.
One of the High Sheriff’s important
functions is to support and
encourage crime prevention agencies,
emergency services and the voluntary
sector, including charities. The High
Sheriff`s concert raises considerable
funds for the High Sheriff`s Charity:
Bristol Youth Community Action,
which supports holiday projects to
benefit children from the most
disadvantaged areas of the City.
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During his visits to primary schools his attire, his sword in particular, was
much appreciated by his audiences. There were interested questions: “Have
you killed anyone with your sword?”, “Have you ever been to an execution?”
The audience of Friends didn’t ask quite such taxing questions but were
equally interested and appreciative.
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Visit to Gatcombe Court
On May 5th, the Friends enjoyed an afternoon at Gatcombe Court, the historic home of the
Clarke family since the 1920s
At the kind invitation of Stella Clarke, the
Friends enjoyed a private visit to Gatcombe
Court, an historic house that lies between
Long Ashton and Flax Bourton. Mrs Clarke
met us and led us through very beautiful
Queen Anne gates flanked by a 400-year-old
yew hedge.
The house is built on the remains of a large
Roman settlement and in the orchard behind
the house is part of an eighteen-foot-wide wall that originally enclosed an area
of about twenty acres. The orchard was also the site of the discovery in the
1970s of one of the earliest known Roman Christian burials.
The house itself was built in the late thirteenth century around a Norman
Hall and extended at various times during the next 200 years. There was a
further extensive remodelling in the seventeenth century. One of the pair of
gables added at this date can be seen in the photograph of the gates.
The house is very much a comfortable family home and the rooms are not
particularly large, so Mrs Clarke divided us into two groups for our tour, with
her daughter Bridget as our second guide.
There is something of interest to be seen everywhere: a Roman well outside
the back door; a glass panel in the kitchen floor beneath which runs a spring;
a magnificent Jacobean staircase; the evidence of a mediaeval solar on the
first floor; walls from which the plaster has been removed to reveal their
original construction (similar to the dry stone walls, using stones from a
variety of locations); a quilt made from materials that travelled on the
Mayflower; reminders of the family’s
pivotal role in the rescue and
restoration of Bath’s Theatre Royal in
the 1970s, and the numerous family
artefacts and photographs displayed in
the dining room.
After our tours our hosts treated us to
tea and excellent home-made cake in
the terraced garden, surrounded by
roses and bird song.
14

Report of the Social Group
Having only recently become treasurer, and relatively recently joined the
community of the Cathedral and the Social Group, I have been amazed by
the number of events catered for, the quality of food and presentation, the
dedication of a small number of people and the sheer skill of those who lead
us: Rita Banfield and ShirleyAnne Bell.
The core and most visible part of the Social Group’s work is undoubtedly the
monthly community lunches and, more recently, usually on the same day, the
breakfast equivalent for the 8am congregation. Lunches are well attended by
40-50 people, some only booking on the day, but all enjoy an excellent two
course lunch for a mere £7. Members of the group contribute food and John
Briggs is particularly to be thanked, while Rita’s bread is legendary.
ShirleyAnne arrives with bags of ready prepared goodies to help overcome
the limited facilities in which preparation takes place. Lunches have been
enjoyed by all, not least because of the excellent food and company.
It may not be so clear to other members of the Cathedral community,
however, just how many events are catered for and require volunteers from
the Social Group. From installations of Archdeacons and Canons, to private
functions and book launches, you will find ShirleyAnne and Rita and a team
of volunteers offering their services. On each occasion food has been
prepared in advance and finished more often than not in the small Slype
kitchen.
Charitable work is also a more hidden part of the Social Group’s activity. In
the last 12 months, well over £1,000 has been donated to charities including
Christian Aid (from the Lent Lunches), 125, the Julian Trust, the Bristol
Churches’ Winter Night Shelter, Beloved, and Helping Hands. There is a
clear crossover between the work of the Social Justice Group and the Social
Group, and not only in terms of membership, as many of these charities have
spoken at the Social Justice Group meetings. The Social Group also wraps
and distributes Christmas gifts and provided supper when we hosted a meal
for asylum seekers in Bristol.
This year, for the first time, the overlap between the Social Justice and Social
Group became even clearer when for six Monday nights in February and
March the Chapter House become a shelter for up to 12 homeless people.
Food was provided each week by ShirleyAnne and Rita, both in the evening
and the following morning. The meals were wholesome and very much
enjoyed by all those of us who were there.
15

The funding for the Cathedral’s contribution to the Bristol Churches’ Winter
Night Shelter came from donations and funds raised by the social group.
The guests were in awe at sleeping in the Cathedral and the quality of the
food, the presentation and general care taken were noted and appreciated by
all. To cater for so many people for six weeks with a two-course dinner and a
cooked breakfast for well under £500 was also impressive.
There are challenges ahead such as finding a more environmentally-friendly
replacement for the plastic glasses used at community lunches and at other
events. It would be wrong, however, not to finish this report with two
comments.
Firstly, at the annual lunch for volunteers held on Trinity Sunday, it was
members of the Social Group who worked willingly and cheerfully to prepare
and serve the meal for the enjoyment of other volunteers.
Secondly, to pay tribute again to ShirleyAnne Bell for her very hard work,
often at home, and in planning and preparation as well as on the day itself,
and to Rita Banfield who leads and directs the Social Group with such care,
wisdom and determination. Thank you.
Sally-Ann Griffin
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Andy McNab

The Head Steward, Andy McNab, died suddenly and unexpectedly on July 1st.
The Dean gave this homily at his funeral
There is a poem I like, about the people who built the great medieval
cathedrals; it is by John Ormond. It is about the stonemasons and
carpenters, the people who did the work, and it begins like this
They climbed on sketchy ladders towards God,
with winch and pulley hoisted hewn rock into heaven,
inhabited the sky with hammers,
defied gravity,
deified stone,
took up God's house to meet him,
In this poem, the cathedral builders get old as the great project rolls on, year
after year. Finally, they have to retire and hand it on and leave the spire to others.
So, when the day comes for the big crowning event, the consecration of the
great, new cathedral, they are banished to the back of the crowd, peering over
people’s heads. They are not part of the pomp and flummery at altars and
arches. They see the fat bishop, in the distance, in all his finery and they do
not dress in silks, process, or have a starring role. Still, as the poem ends the
cathedral builder
cocked a squint eye aloft,
and said, 'I bloody did that.'
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Andy, in his way, was a cathedral builder. There were others, bishops, and
deans, choirs and vergers, who caught the eye. They demanded, some of
them, that you notice what they did. If they were not, are not careful, they
pointed to themselves. Andy never did that. I saw him, of course, over and
again. There were times when I wondered if he was here more than I was.
He was so staggeringly faithful and constant in his attendance here. Arriving
early on a Sunday, he would be sitting quietly in the vergers’ cubbyhole, or
much more often, standing near the door. We rarely spoke at length, a warm
‘good morning’, a smile, but he had set the tone. Kind, calm, never fussy,
always making you feel that he was pleased to be here and pleased that you
were here too. One of the emails I got as news of his shocking, sudden death
circulated told me, ’Like me he wore a bow tie, we used to twinkle at each
other’.
‘We used to twinkle at each other’. Trying to catch something of this deeply
self-effacing man as I spoke to the Cathedral congregation, the week after his
death, I told them that he was the best of us. What Andy did, so often and
so well, was to show us what we should look like. I don’t mean look smart or
elegant, though he always did that. He had that gift again of having real style
without making you feel that too much effort had been made. Always
pleasing, never distracting.
What I mean when I say that he showed us what we should look like is that
Andy lived out the life we describe here. He inhabited the faith we all
profess; he reflected it back to us. There were signal acts of kindness, the lifts
he gave, the ability he had to notice when someone needed help. There was a
graciousness that gave help in ways that never made you feel beholden and
never made it performance. There was, in Andy, a commitment to
community rooted in a commitment to God. He came here first to worship
(and he was faithful in prayer) and then, only then, to serve and steward.
God forgive me, I am at the heart of so many events here and I make sure
everyone knows it. You give me my own trumpet and I blow it. Andy was
amongst us and we depended upon him, but he always wanted us to look past
him to enjoy each other and our faith. A sight to behold in a floral pinny at
social club lunches, that tall and collected figure at the Cathedral door always pointing beyond himself. He was the human being we talk about
being, the person who helped us be better than we are, the person who made
the stranger welcome helped us all into community. He was a cathedral
builder.
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We have heard a bit of John’s gospel. That famous and familiar reminder
that
In my Father’s house are many mansions
I would like to think that in that glorious Kingdom, and amongst those many
mansions, there will be a role for a head steward – there must be, after all, so
many entrances and exits, so many places where you might sit and stay.
Andy will be there making it seamless, another good morning and another
smile, God willing, as he welcomes you and me once more.
Charming as that idea is, however, it is not really the point about that story
Jesus tells. We all want to know (of course we do) what heaven is like. We
want to know that Andy serves God still and rejoices now in a greater crowd
of witnesses, in a bow tie, as the worship of heaven floods his senses. That
though is not quite what Jesus tells us. The disciples wanted those details,
asked for them, and were told instead
I am the way, the truth, and the life
They were not told about heaven; they were told more about Christ.
I am the way, the truth, and the life
You see, the very heart of our faith is not some secret we know about what
God really wants, or even the knowledge of what heaven looks like. The very
heart of our faith is Christ, the man who lived amongst us and showed us
what human living could and should be like.
I am the way, the truth, and the life
That is why we come here and worship God here, that we might know better
what it is to be truly human, as Christ was human. We come here to learn
from him, to live like him, that we might know how to shape our lives into
community and into a better hope. That is the gospel, the vocation to follow
Christ so that we might live together in love and live for God. It is not
complicated. It is hard of course, it is a constant challenge to live fully
human lives as Christ lived life. It is hard to live for and with others, to live to
God. But it is our only vocation, to be Christ like. And Andy, steward in the
house of God, cathedral builder, lived up to that vocation. We are all called
to live the life of Christ, and Andy can say, without fear of contradiction
I bloody did that.
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The Friends of Bristol Cathedral Subscriptions
Annual Individual Membership

£25.00

Annual Joint Membership

£40.00

Students, Unemployed and those on a
small pension

£10.00

Corporate Rate for Churches, Schools etc.
£50.00
Some members kindly take the opportunity of adding a donation to
their subscription, and that is much appreciated.
Please indicate if you would like a receipt for tax purposes.

Honorary Treasurer’s Report for 2018
Once again it has been a quiet year financially, although our income stream
has improved thanks to an increase in our membership and a range of events
put on by members of the Friends Council. Special thanks are due to Rachel
Barrett, fully supported by Paul, and to John Briggs who arranged this year’s
outing. Rachel also recovered £110.73 tax from HMRC.
Investment income remains steady, but considering the fact that we had to
realise £12,262.00 in 2017 we are getting a better return than in 2018.
The balance in the current account remains high – Friends have promised
£20,712 towards the ongoing refurbishment of the café and the Slype
kitchen. It was suggested that Friends should set time frames on grants, as it
is difficult to consider and budget for other requests. The current situation
makes budgeting and the consideration of future grants quite complicated,
especially as we have limited funds. We have not been approached by
Chapter for any new grants to bring before the 2019 AGM.
We have received a much appreciated bequest of £300.00 from the estate of
the late Leslie Barr.
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The Friends of Bristol Cathedral

Accounts for Year Ending 2018

Accounts for the Year Ended 31 December 2018

2018

2017

Receipts and Payments Account

RECEIPTS
Subscriptions
Corporate Subscriptions
Income Tax reclaimed
Donations
Legacies
Investment income
Realised assets
Fashion Show
Theatre
Friends lunch
Advent reception
Sundry receipts
Tf from Lilian Simmonds
Total

General Purposes Restricted
2366.75
110.73
225.00
500.00
5653.42

3724.76

342.00
442.00
215.00
120.00

Total
2366.75

1966.75
100.00

110.73
225.00
500.00
9378.18

230.00
3014.60
9170.23
12262.86
750.00
459.00

342.00
442.00
215.00
120.00

95.00
3000.00
12974.90

3000.00
3724.76

16699.66

28048.44

3000.00

3000.00

17212.67

PAYMENTS
Grants
AGM/Events
Theatre
Investments
Annual Report printing
Trustee admin costs
Lilian Simmonds grants

416.00
5632.20
232.98

416.00
5632.20
232.98

3000.00

3000.00

738.00
7080.25
195.00
139.45
4000.00

Total

9281.18

3000.00

12281.18

29365.37

14543.39

9245.02

23788.41

19082.22

3693.72

724.76

4418.48

6123.12

18237.11

9969.78

28206.89

25205.34

Bank balances 1 January 2018
Net receipts
Bank balances 31 December 2018

Statement of Assets and Liabilities as at 31 December 2018
Assets

Current Accounts
Deposit Accounts
Sub Total
Debtors
Dividends
Debtors
Income tax (3yrs Est)
Investments at market value

General Fund

Restricted

Total

Total

2017

7687.33
7687.33
10549.78
9969.78 20519.56
18237.11
9969.78 28206.89
438.35
296.66
735.01
120.00
120.00
162089.96 103964.72 266054.68

16233.10
8972.24
25205.34
2059.53
100.00
250843.40

180885.42 114231.16 295116.58

278208.27

These accounts were approved by the Council at its meeting on 13th May 2019 and were adopted by the
Friends in General Meeting on 9th June 2019 and are signed and dated by authority of the Council by the
Chairman.
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The Cathedral Website
Comprehensive information about the Cathedral is available
on the Cathedral website:
https://bristol-cathedral.co.uk
The website includes details of services and events, music, the
Cathedral’s work on social issues and other projects, a virtual
tour, opportunities for volunteering, and a Who We Are page
that lists contact details for Cathedral clergy and staff.

Legacies and Bequests

Would you like to leave a legacy or bequest to the
Friends of Bristol Cathedral?
The Friends’ Council very much hopes that you will consider
the Friends of Bristol Cathedral when making or revising a Will.
If you would like to support the historic fabric of Bristol
Cathedral so that future generations can enjoy its magnificence,
and the current concerns with music and education, your
solicitor or professional advisor will ensure that your wishes are
carried out to the letter, and can also advise on gifts of shares or
property. There is no limit on bequests to Churches for
Charities, which are exempt from inheritance taxes.
Anyone who contemplates the drawing up of a Will, or making additions
to an existing Will, is strongly advised to seek appropriate professional
advice. The Treasurer of the Friends or the Honorary Secretary will be
happy to discuss any aspect of legacies or other giving to the Cathedral.
They may be contacted through the Friends’ Office at the above address or
by telephone on 0117 9253678.
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