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Jeremiah 11:1-14 

Trust 
 
The people of Israel and Judah are supposed to 
have a special relationship with God.  
That special relationship is called a covenant  
and is based on mutual trust. 
 
God trusts the people to do their best,  
to seek after holiness,  
to care for the widows and orphans,  
and the people trust God to act justly,  
o save them from slavery or disaster.  
This mutual trust is confirmed and narrated  
in acts of worship. 
 
Until it breaks down. 
 
In the time of Jeremiah the prophet,  
the people have ceased to trust God,  
and so they have started flirting with other gods, 
they have stopped listening to the priests and the 
prophets, and are chasing idols.  

The relationship with these false gods is not a 
covenant but a contract, based on exchange – 
the people perform sacrifices  
and the gods are expected to provide a good 
harvest, give them victory in war,  
give them power over their enemies.  
It is a simpler, more instrumental form of 
relationship. 
 
By contrast, covenants require trust  
and trust is a challenging thing to live out.  
 
The breakdown of trust in public life has been 
well documented in recent years  
and the reasons for it are clear.  
 
If political parties make exaggerated claims 
during election campaigns  
and cannot fulfil their promises, 
 it is no wonder that people feel let down  
and trust breaks down.  
 
 
 



When the news media can be manipulated by 
powerful interest groups,  
or your news feed can be distorted by groups 
paying to get access to you,  
then who can you trust?  
 
And when there seems to be one rule for one 
everyone in the country,  
and another rule for those in government 
then we hear voices saying  
“Why should I follow the rules?  
You tell me that they are there for the good of the 
whole community,  
but you don’t see the need to follow them.”  
Why should we trust and obey? 
 
Trust, whether in God or in another person, 
requires integrity, predictability, competence, 
honesty.  
In God, we call these qualities righteousness  
and when God does not seem to exhibit 
righteousness  
we may struggle and ask whether God is God.  
 
 

It’s a tough struggle,  
because it is not always clear 
where God is acting in the world,  
and where we are seeing our own sin,  
or lack of righteousness  
playing out in suffering,  
for ourselves or for others.  
 
It takes faith and resilience to trust God in those 
times when God seems absent from us,  
when God seems indifferent to our suffering  
or the suffering of others,  
and this is why our relationship with God is built 
on the concept of covenant,  
a promise of mutual love,  
and not contract. 
 
You can prove that the contract has been broken 
by one side,  
and have every reason to walk away  
or extract a penalty from the other.  
That is not how covenants work,  
and in particular it is not the way that God’s 
covenant with God’s people is shaped. 
 



God’s covenant has a holy character,  
it is mysterious and awesome in its scope.  
At its heart is love, sacrificial, compassionate, 
unbounded love. 
 
We stretched the bounds of love to the extremity 
when we nailed Jesus to the cross.  
But God did not abandon us. 
 
Quite the opposite  
In Jesus the covenant was renewed,  
in the most abundant and extraordinary way. 
 
In his death and in his resurrection,  
we are promised life in all its fullness, 
forgiveness for sin,  
this is the new covenant sealed on the cross. 
 
And because this is a covenant,  
all that is asked of us is love. 
 
Love which is endlessly challenging,  
endlessly mysterious,  
endlessly drawing us onward  
into the depths of relationship. 

In the wisdom of the world it is said that  
trust takes a lifetime to build  
and a minute to break down. 
 
In the economy of God,  
one man’s action on one day created an infinite 
opening of possibility  
inviting us to trust and love. 
 
For the new covenant of love  
and for that invitation,  
Thanks be to God. 


