
Sermon: Gospel Reading Luke 4:14-21 

Our politicians are experiencing one of the periodical 

episodes of distrust that arises from time to time, 

even in liberal democracies.  

Don’t be misled into believing that they are any more 

corrupt than their predecessors,  

or be tempted to paint them all with the same brush, 

as the tributes to David Amos,  

who died last year, proved,  

there are faithful and loyal public servants among 

them.  

But in this age of social media and far greater 

transparency,  

every decision is examined,  

questioned and poured over by the news media  

and we are so much more aware of the motivations 

and behaviours of those in power. 

 

For these reasons,  

we pay very little attention to the manifestos of 

political parties these days. 

 

 

 

 

I confess that,  

although I am interested in politics,  

I don’t think that I have ever read a political party’s 

manifesto from cover to cover  

in the run up to an election.  

And as we have seen promises and plans  

are cast to the winds in the light of political realities 

and the impacts of a major pandemic.  

 

But Jesus shows us another way.  

The passage that we heard from the gospel of Luke 

this morning is sometimes called 

The Nazareth Manifesto.  

Jesus reads from the prophecy of Isaiah  

Who articulates the tasks  

that will be performed by the Messiah,  

and then in that moment of high drama,  

he rolls up the scroll saying,  

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.”  

 

Jesus is not merely talking the talk,  

repeating words that the synagogue congregation had 

heard dozens of times, 

he is walking the walk,  



he is the one who has given sight to the blind,  

set people free from the captivity of mental illness, 

and above all the one who has walked alongside the 

poorest, the outcast and the overlooked,  

assuring them of God’s love and care for them 

 and offering them hope. 

 

We are the body of Christ on earth today  

and the Nazareth manifesto is the declaration of our 

purpose,  

it is the direction in which we travel  

as we seek to follow Jesus and transform 

communities.  

 

My prayer is that we travel with arms outstretched 

and open,  

ready to embrace our sisters and brothers.  

That image calls to mind another,  

the image of Christ on the cross.  

Dr Sheila Cassidy,  

a hospice director and Christian writer,  

reflects on the cross shaped life in this way.  

 

 

The horizontal arms of the cross are the active, 

embracing, love of Christ with which we share. 

 

But they are supported on the upright vertical trunk 

which links earth to heaven.  

 

This represents the worship, our prayer and praise, 

that resources us for the task. 

 It is this vertical movement of prayer  

that acknowledges all that we have received from 

God and so we give back with all our love.  

 

On that day in the synagogue  

Jesus did not talk about the cost of implementing 

 his manifesto.  

For three years he would actively implement it  

by transforming the lives of those he met.  

At the end of his earthly ministry,  

he would stretch out his arms on the cross,  

emptying himself  

so that we could share that ministry  

through all of space and time. 

 

 

 



Jesus gave himself in utter generosity to us  

and nothing we give in return can ever equal that 

outpouring.  

Yet, we feebly seek to return our thanks  

in whatever ways we can –  

through worship and through service to others. 

 

Today I am going to ask you to think about another 

form of generosity,  

that is financial generosity.  

 

Specifically, I am going to ask you to think about 

giving to Bristol Cathedral.  

We have a manifesto,  

a vision, which sets out our purpose  

and which I want us to realise 

over the next few years. 

 

If this vision is not going to be simply a hollow set of 

words that you hear me repeat time and time again, 

but is going to be fulfilled as we journey together, 

then we need the resources to make that happen. 

 

 

We are extremely fortunate that the work of our 

Cathedral is supported financially  

by the national church,  

and that we have the capacity to raise income 

through the use of our assets and from visitors.  

But, there is no substitute for regular, planned, 

congregational giving.  

 

It is the sign that you are committed to this 

community, to our shared vision  

and to our hopes for the future.  

It is the seal of your gratitude to God for the gifts 

you have enjoyed in this life. 

 

If you are a regular member of this congregation  

you will receive a letter from me in the next few 

days.  

I ask you to consider seriously how you will respond.  

 

If you haven’t given in the past because no-one has 

ever asked you, I am asking you now. 

If you don’t give because you have never quite got 

around to it, this is the time.  

If you don’t give because you think Bristol Cathedral 

doesn’t need your gift, I’m telling you we do.  



If you don’t give a lot because you don’t have a lot, 

your gift is still valued.  

If you don’t give more because no-one’s ever said 

“Thank you” I’m thanking you right now  

and will do so again,  

and if you already give until the pips squeak  

then bless you, 

 and please nudge the person next to you  

so that they do the same. 

 

I pray that, in the years to come,  

when we read the Nazareth manifesto,  

and look back at our 2022 vision,  

we will not be reflecting on unrealised hopes,  

empty words, or broken promises. 

 

I pray that, thanks to your generosity  

and God’s grace  

we will be able to look around us and say, 

“Here, in this place, this vision is being fulfilled  

to the glory of God  

and for the love of our neighbour.  

Amen” 

 

 


