Annual Review

2015

Our Year
in Letters
2015

n’s
Dea ce
feren
Con

y
ce Da
mbran
Reme

St Z
ita

Message from the Dean
we been busy to good purpose? Have
we been merely busy, or have we seen
to the manner of our business?

“God loves adverbs,
better than adjectives”
It is a quotation. It comes from a
commentary on the Second Epistle of
Timothy, written by Joseph Hall (he
was Bishop of Norwich in the early
seventeenth century). He wrote
“See to the manner of your
thanksgiving, God loves adverbs,
better than adjectives.”
The point is that it is not what you
do that matters, it is much more
important to think about the way that
you do it. If you really are giving thanks
for the year that is passing do you do
that sincerely? It has been a busy year,
the interesting question though is, have

The vergers are the people who know
about the importance and difficulty
of adverbs. It is their job to sustain
the daily life of the cathedral without
making it look as though it is a burden.
We have not made that easy this
year. The sound of drills, hammers
and saws has filled the place day in
and day out. We have new toilets
and new boilers. That may not sound
particularly startling. When the work
has to fit around services, school visits
and concerts, when the planning and
permissions include medieval masonry,
and when the work uncovers asbestos
(not once, not twice, but four times),
then this all has to be done carefully
and co-operatively. Staging has gone
up and down and equipment has
been carried in and out as we have
welcomed all sorts of groups, including
the Methodist District, the Salvation
Army, the University of the West of
England, the Gurkhas, charities, schools
and businesses. We have had more
children at more educational events
including a glorious Christmas Trail. My
colleagues in the café have also been
busier than ever. We aim to welcome
people generously.

I am pleased to say that Canon Robert
Bull has recovered from illness and
returned to us. Lisa Wigmore has joined
us for two days a week as Cathedral
Chaplain and as one of four new
Minor Canons. Derek Chedzey, who
works for the Diocese as Director
of Ministry Development, has joined
us as a Residentiary Canon. We have
worked with and been supported
by the Cathedral Trust, and Temple
Ecclesiastical Charity, Destination
Bristol. We have been joined for a few
days by nearly all the Deans of the
Church of England who were here for
their annual conference.Vergers will
tell you that one Dean is more than
enough to be getting on with. We have
prayed together, eaten together, studied
together, debated and even argued
with one another. We have taken great
care over finance and fabric and safety
(thank you to the colleagues who do
that so assiduously). We have talked
passionately.
The music has been sung and
played gloriously. Worship has
been performed reverently. We
have supported the food bank, and
the Sisters of the Church. We have
marked the passing months of the
centenary of the First World War
with We Have our Lives and two
performances of Wild Men. We have
done all that attentively.

This was the year in which I studied
in Cambridge for three months. There
is a little debate about adverbs at this
point, colleagues suggest I studied
languorously, I think I read and wrote
energetically. This was also the year
my father died. Suddenly the cathedral
community was ministering to me. His
funeral took place in the quire and his
coffin was carried out of the cathedral
down the nave. The congregation
followed it through the quire screen
and then stopped. We watched that
little procession bearing, what was to
me so great a weight, as it reached the
west doors and turned out of sight.
That moment, like the moments at
the altar or before the cross on Good
Friday, or at the crib at Christmas
are the moments when I know, know
with absolute conviction, that this
community sees to the manner of its
thanksgiving, faithfully, confidently
and lovingly.
The Very Revd Dr David Hoyle
Dean of Bristol

Faith & Worship
In a cathedral, worship is a rhythm,
not a routine. We have a responsibility
to make it powerful and compelling,
mysterious and intimate. We have a
nave that demands that we speak of
a God who exceeds our imagination
and chapels in which God draws
close. Choir, clergy and congregation
sustain worship and faith as a constant
conversation, exchanging prayer,
praise and affirmation. Our worship
has to communicate something of
the God we cannot know and be
profound. It is not a simple thing
and it is a daily delight to find words,
silence, movement and music that
communicate the faith afresh.
Placement Students
In June, the Cathedral welcomed
four students (opposite) from Trinity
College who were with us, exploring
the life of the Cathedral and
supporting clergy with services. Rev
Guy Cole from Bracknell joined us
over the summer to learn more about
cathedral ministry and leadership.
New Canons
We are delighted that Rev Derek
Chedzey has joined us as Residentiary
Diocesan Canon and now sits on
the Cathedral Chapter. This year we
have also welcomed four new Minor

Canons; priests who are associated
with the life and work of the
Cathedral and will be heavily involved
in helping the Cathedral have a
presence across the city and Diocese.
Rev Lisa Wigmore will support our
pastoral care in the community; Rev
Trevor Day will develop the work
of our daily chaplains; Rev Andy
Sewell will strengthen our links with
businesses and retail operators in the
city and Rev Jules Barnes, as well as
being Bishop’s Chaplain, will help to
support our liturgy and ministry.
Sacred Space
In September, the Cathedral
launched a new service aimed at
students and younger people. Sacred
Space takes place in the Eastern
Lady Chapel on a Sunday evening
and includes guided meditation and
time for reflection, accompanied by
taizé chants. The service is attracting
a younger congregation who are
becoming increasingly engaged, many
of whom are new to the Cathedral.
We look forward to continuing this
service in 2016.

Special Services
My Story
Exploring Life and Faith: My
Story was an exciting new
venture where members of the
community in Bristol shared
their experiences of faith during
Evensong on the five Sunday
afternoons during Lent. Lucy Tegg
from BBC Radio Bristol spoke
with guests about their path to
faith, during which they chose a
hymn, book and art object with
meaning to them. This was well
received and offered audiences
across Bristol and Somerset and
opportunity to be part of the
Cathedral’s Worship.

procession of horses from
various military sites across the
city to the Cathedral. It was a
particularly poignant occasion
as the city remembered the
life of Olive Cooke. Her family
was presented with one of the
Tower of London poppies, in
recognition of Olive’s 76 years
selling poppies for the Royal
British Legion, in recent years
from the Cathedral porch.

Choral Evensong for VE Day
On Friday 8 May, we held a
special service to mark the
70th anniversary of VE Day. This
reflective service was attended
by civic dignitaries from across
the city and by the Bishops of
Bristol and Swindon. Afterwards,
the Cathedral joined with
churches and cathedrals across
the country in ringing a ¼ bell
peal to mark the occasion. We
also marked VJ day on 16 August.

The Revd Canon Nicola Stanley,
Canon Precentor

Remembrance and Armistice
This year’s Bristol Poppy Appeal
was launched with a special

“Olive was an inspiration
to us all and she will be
sadly missed.”

The Cathedral kept its tradition
of joining the civic parade for
the Service of Remembrance at
the Cenotaph and held a special
service of Choral Evensong
for Armistice Day, attended
by volunteers from Glenside
Hospital Museum,who had
contributed a display alongside
our We Have Our Lives exhibition.

Music at the Cathedral
Bristol Cathedral Choir
The Cathedral Choir continues
to grow in renown across the city.
The Choir currently consists of 42
choristers and probationers (18 boys
and 24 girls) six lay clerk, and three
choral schools and is busily planning
its 2016 tour to Bordeaux.
10 Years of Girl Choristers
In October, the Cathedral celebrated
10 years of Girl Choristers. In 1993,
girls were invited to sing in the Girls’
Choir, which ran separately from
the Cathedral Choir. In 2005, Bristol
Cathedral Choir School became
co-educational and girls were invited
to become choristers for the first
time. The anniversary was marked
with a special Evensong, a Choir tea
and was covered by BBC Points West
and ITV News.
Easter and Christmas
Our Easter and Christmas services
have continued to draw increasingly
large congregations and are real
highlights of the choral year. The choir’s
annual Carols by Candlelight concert,
compered by BBC Points West’s Dave
Harvey and featuring festive readings
from local Bristol actors Joe Sims (ITV
Broadchurch) and Jack Ashton (BBC Call
The Midwife), was a sell out.

Visiting Choirs
This year, the Cathedral has
welcomed thirty visiting choirs from
across the world, including Australia,
Canada, The Netherlands, America
and Ireland, as well as here in the UK.
These Choirs add a rich variety to
our strong and excellent reputation
for the choral tradition.
Concerts and Music Events
The Cathedral continues to host a
variety of concerts and music events.
Our Tuesday lunchtime recital series
draws a growing audience and its
rich programme has included organ
music, classical guitar, a South Korean
piano trio, and performances from
the Bristol University Singers and the
Orange County Women’s Chorus.
The Cathedral has been the venue for
many concerts including the annual
High Sheriff’s Concert, a Christmas
performance by the London
Concertante and a special anniversary
concert for the Gurkhas.
To find out more about music at the
Cathedral, visit
www.bristol-cathedral.co.uk/music
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WWI
We Have Our Lives
Bristol Cathedral’s ambitious and affecting First World
War centenary project We Have Our Lives continued
this year. Through an interactive exhibit, we remember
a fallen casualty for each month of the conflict.
This year, our project was supplemented by artwork,
exhibitions and theatre productions. Artist Colin
Monk showed his moving paintings Haunted by War;
Glenside Hospital Museum shared some of their
wonderful collection in We are Shaped By War. Bristol
theatre company Hotel Echo performed Wild Men,
a play inspired by the memorial to the Cathedral
Choristers who fought in WWI and which included
performances by our current Choristers.
It was also a particularly poignant reminder that
those who went off to war were just ordinary men,
or, in the case of the soldiers in Wild Men, just boys.
And that those boys who went off to war ... were
the real predecessors of these young boys and girls
who sang so beautifully.
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In 2016, we will be marking the anniversary of the
Battle of the Somme, engaging with artists from
across the city and exploring letter and parcels sent
from home to the Front.Visit
www.bristol-cathedral.co.uk/wwi-remembrance
for more details.

Sombre the night is.
And though we have our lives, we know
What sinister threat lurks there.
Isaac Rosenberg, Bristolian War Poet
d. 1 April 1918

Fabric Projects
Improving our existing facilities is a
key part of our approach in making
the Cathedral more inviting and
welcoming. This year we completed
our toilet refurbishment programme,
drastically improving and adding to
the facilities that we offer to both
congregation and visitors.
By the end of March 2016 we will
have completed the first three stages
of the new heating scheme. New
boilers have been installed and in the
next phase we will improve draught
exclusions with new doors and a
hot air curtain in the porch. A new
glass door will be added between the
Cathedral and the Cloister.
At the end of the year, we carried
out a consultation around our Café
which will inform a refurbishment

of the space and the menu in 2016.
We have also begun the process of
public consultation around the West
End space outside the Cathedral,
most of which will be carried out
in the Spring and Summer of 2016.
This will help to guide conversations
and design possibilities for this area,
which is currently unattractive and
underutilised.
Thanks to the generous support of local
donors, we have also been rewriting the
Cathedral’s guidebook, which will be
published and launched early in 2016.
For more information about our
current and forthcoming fabric
projects, please visit www.bristolcathedral.co.uk/the-cathedral

Fundraising
Bristol Cathedral Trust
Bristol Cathedral Trust raises money to
care for the fabric of the building and to
support the Cathedral’s work and role
in the city.This year, the Trust granted
£50,000 to the Cathedral for the toilet
refurbishment works.The High Sheriff’s
Concert raised over £12,000, divided
equally between the Cathedral Trust and
the High Sheriff’s Fund.
Ongoing support was gratefully
received from local trusts and
businesses. Members of the
Fitzhardinge Society gave over
£35,000 in funds and enjoyed many
social occasions together this year,
including a tour of the Cathedral
with Keeper of the Fabric Canon Jon
Cannon, a visit to Berkeley Castle and
a trip to Clifton Suspension Bridge,
followed by lunch at the Clifton Club.
The annual dinner was held in the
Chapter House and celebrated the
Cathedral’s involvement with the
BBC’s acclaimed series Wolf Hall.
Friends of Bristol Cathedral
Having supported the successful
renovation of the Cathedral shop in
2013, the Friends of Bristol Cathedral
have pledged over £40,000 towards

the refurbishment of the Café, due to
take place next year. The Friends is
being reinvigorated by the efforts of
Canon Nicola Stanley and will
re-launch in Spring 2016.
Bristol Cathedral Choral
Foundation
During the last year the Choral
Foundation made grants totalling
£27,000 to the Dean and Chapter.
These grants provide payments to
choristers, support for their music
lessons, choral scholars and more
recently a new organ scholar. More
broadly the Foundation is concerned
to ensure that the alumni of the choir
are part of a community which can
continue to enjoy the Cathedral’s
music. The Foundation has also
supported the development of the
choir’s profile, in local events and
international tours. During the year a
substantial legacy was received from
the late Mrs P.J. Gilbert which has
enabled the trustees to address unmet
needs in the cathedral music.
By remembering Bristol Cathedral in
your will, you will be helping to ensure
the legacy of this remarkable building
for generations to come.

Donation Boxes
Over £40,000 was donated to the
Cathedral by visitors using our
donation boxes. This money will help
to support the day-to-day running of
the Cathedral.
Planned Giving
The Cathedral congregation gave over
£50,000 through our Planned Giving
scheme and at collections during
services. A new stewardship campaign
will be launched in 2016.
To find out more about the many ways
in which you can support the Cathedral,
please contact
Naomi Miller, Development Director
naomi.miller@bristol-cathedral.co.uk
0117 946 8184 or visit
www.bristol-cathedral.co.uk/support-us

£200,000
Given by visitors,
supporters &
congregation
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Education
2015 has been a busy and exciting year in
the Education Department, with around
2,500 school children joining us for tours,
trails and education days. These include;
Candlemas for schools; the annual Senior
Schools’ Art Exhibition; four Moving On days
for Year 6 children; and two Big Draw days.
In addition to the old favourites, we have
had some new events for schools and
families. February half term marked the
first Crafty Cathedral; a free art and craft
day for children and families. These take
place in school holidays throughout the
year and are always great fun. In May our
Crafty Cathedral was run in partnership
with Avon Wildlife Trust and included
quizzes and the making of seedbombs
outside in our garden.
In June, as part of our WWI project, our
choristers took part in acting and singing
workshops led by theatre group Hotel Echo.
July saw the arrival of Shaun the Sheep,
along with a lost sheep trail for children to
enjoy around the Cathedral. In October,
we hosted five schools and a donkey for
a Schools’ Harvest Service. 198 children
walked the journey to ‘Bethlehem’ on our
beautiful Christmas trail. New plans are
being hatched for 2016.
Visit www.bristol-cathedral.co.uk/education
for more details about all of our work with
Schools and families.
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"It’s been a fabulous
year, full of challenge
and new ventures. I
am especially grateful
to our education
volunteers, who make
all of this possible thank you all!"
Frances Taylor - Education Officer
frances.taylor@bristol-cathedral.co.uk
0117 946 8175

Press and
Communications
Our activity on the website and social media continues
to grow. All of this allows the Cathedral to engage
in dialogue with visitors, with the city and with
national debate. Almost 80,000 visits were made to
the Cathedral website in 2015 from countries across
five continents. Our monthly enewsletter reaches a
community of nearly 1,000. We are continuing to look
at ways we can make our online content accurate,
informative, interesting and engaging.
There were over 200 press cuttings related to Bristol
Cathedral during 2015, with notable mentions referencing
the broadcast of the BBC’s Wolf Hall and our Lent series
My Story broadcast on BBC Radio Somerset and Bristol.
Both the Dean and Canon Nicola Stanley wrote regularly
for the Western Daily Press’ faith column.
www.bristol-cathedral.co.uk | @BristolCathedra | Find us
on facebook/BristolCathedral | or sign up for our monthly
newsletter at www.bristol-cathedral.co.uk/news
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Our Community
The Cathedral community is made up of a wide
network of partners across the city, into other
Dioceses, nationally, and internationally. In these
collaborations we aim to promote the work and
mission of the Cathedral. We work hard to develop
and maintain proactive and professional relationships
with all our partners, and seek to have a positive
reputation for being responsive and encouraging.
We want people to feel that the Cathedral is
approachable as an organisation and open to the ideas
and projects that people bring to our attention.
A few highlights this year have been:
• I Witness, a photography exhibition for Christian Aid
• A trade fair for young businesses supported by The
Prince’s Trust
• Special services for St Peter’s Hospice and Saying
Goodbye
• Graduation ceremonies for UWE and the City of
Bristol College
• Concerts hosted by Above & Beyond and The
Salvation Army
• A garden party for the Park Street Traders group
• Art installation, Intersection of Dreams by UWE
professor Terry Flaxton
• A new partnership, My Wild Cathedral with Avon
Wildlife Trust.
Prayer Vigils
The Cathedral and College Green are the civic heart
of the city and in this year of increasingly difficult
worldwide events, it became a site of protest and
shared vigil. Events to remember victims of Charlie
Hebdo, to raise awareness of the refugee crisis and to
protest against air strikes in Syria have all been held this
year. In November, a large crowd gathered on College
Green and the Cathedral for a multifaith peace vigil for
Paris, organised by the local Muslim community.

Volunteers
Our volunteers are an essential part of the Cathedral
community. There is no part of the Cathedral that does
not rely on their attention to detail or benefit from their
commitment. Some of our volunteers have been with us
for over 30 years.
There are many different roles available for those who
want to volunteer, including Guides, Gardeners, Education
helpers, Sewing Team, Flower Arrangers or the Cathedral
Bell Ringers.You are welcome to come and try out a
particular activity and a proper induction is provided. If
you don’t like it there is no obligation to continue, and if
you want to try something different you are welcome to
do so.You do not generally need expertise, as training will
be provided as is advice on health and safety. If you are
interested in volunteering please visit
www.bristol-cathedral.co.uk/support-us/volunteering or
contact Sarah Morris sarah.morris@bristol-cathedral.co.uk

Thank you
to all those who have contributed to the
life and work of the Cathedral in 2015

“Live in unity in the house
and be of one mind and one
heart in God.”
The Rule of St Augustine

For more information about Bristol Cathedral,
visit www.bristol-cathedral.co.uk
@BristolCathedra
find us on facebook/BristolCathedral

Phone 0117 926 4879
Bristol Cathedral, College Green,
Bristol BS1 5TJ

