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What do our current 
choristers think about 

singing in the choir? 
 

“I like the way the older 

choristers look after the 

younger ones.”  

Zoë,  Year 6  
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Welcome 
Welcome to the first Bristol Cathedral Choral Alumni Newsletter. In it, 

you can find information and news about the choir from the last year, 

and information about some forthcoming events. 

Spring Newsletter  May 2019 



New Term 

The year began as usual in September 

with the presentation of medals to 

our senior Choristers and surplices to 

our new full Choristers.  

In addition to the daily Opus Dei, 

shared equally between the two Front 

Rows with the Back Row, (a slightly 

less onerous schedule than that expe-

rienced by Choristers prior to 2007!), 

here are some of the highlights of the 

choir year. 

You may not believe this, but in September the Choir was asked 

to sing at an FBI dinner—no, honestly, the real FBI, in our Cathe-

dral! Mark Lee and Paul Walton put together a programme includ-

ing Tippett’s Five Spirituals, the folk songs Shenandoah and the 

Streets of Laredo, and some British pieces.  

The rehearsal for Eucharist on Sunday 13 October delivered a first 

for current music staff. After the vergers had investigated an in-

creasingly strong smell of electrical burning, the Dean took the 

decision to evacuate the building. We stood on College Green 

and watched the fire engines arrive. As the firefighters were finish-

ing their checks, the boys (in their cassocks) were able to climb all 

over the tenders, which was enjoyed equally by seniors and jun-

iors. 

Remembrance  
& Christmas 
On Remembrance Sunday the Choristers 

accompanied the Back Row, Chapter and 
the congregation to the Cenotaph. Natu-
rally we processed there and were greeted 

by the crowds in much the same way as 
they greeted the armed forces and the 
cadets. At the Cenotaph we sang a hymn 

and the National Anthem as well as partic-
ipating in the Act of Remembrance. Unfor-
tunately, the heavens opened, and by the 

time we returned to the Cathedral we 
were drenched but proud to have taken 
part in such an important ceremony. The 

staff managed to get the cassocks and 
surplices dry in time for Evensong. 

During Advent the Cathedral Choir once 

again sang at the Army Benevolent Fund’s 
Christmas service at Clifton College. This 
was followed by a first, (hopefully soon to 

be repeated!), trip to the panto, Aladdin, at 
the Hippodrome, which included a free ice
-cream and a shout out. This was clearly to 

be the year of soakings as we arrived at 
the theatre dripping wet in wet socks and 
shoes. But even though we sat gently 

steaming, everyone had a great time. 
Thanks, Mr Popple, for the idea and for 
organising the trip. 

Another first for the Cathedral Choir in 
December was giving two performances 
of the Carols by Candlelight Concert, pre-

vious years having sold out quickly. This 
proved to be a 
wise move as the 

Cathedral was 
full on both eve-
nings. (Attach a 

link to the pro-
gramme here?).  
Nine Lessons 
and Carols is also 
now repeated on 
23rd and 24th 

December, as 
the service has 

become so pop-
ular. Some Ca-
thedrals even 

have three ser-
vices, so watch 
this space. 

After the pressures of our live broadcast 
on BBC1 last Christmas morning, it was 
nice to get back to normal, with the Chor-

isters’ families sharing breakfast during the 
rehearsal, and then a full nave for the Fes-
tal Eucharist. 

A moment of excitement before a Eucharist, when the fire department was called 

The dawn piper  



Lent & Spring 

The Lent term passed off uneventfully with only 

our “Be A Chorister For A Day” day interrupting 

our usual routine. This day involves the visitors 

learning a hymn and simple introit, trying on cas-

socks, a Q&A session with our senior choristers, 

attendance at the rehearsal and then participation 

in Evensong. The children all had a great time and 

the great majority of them applied for a voice trial.  

May brought A Musical Marriage, a concert on the 

day of the Royal Wedding of HRH Prince Harry to 

Ms Meghan Markle, featuring music from the wed-

ding and other British and American pieces learnt 

for the CIA dinner back in September. Interesting 

Royal Wedding Facts: Luke Bond, a former Bristol 

Cathedral Organ Scholar, was the Organist at the 

Wedding, and Vaughn Wright, former Bristol ver-

ger, is the current Head Virger at St George’s 

Chapel, Windsor.)  

Hot on the heels of the wedding came the annual 

Chorister Sports and Combined Trebles Evensong, 

this year hosted by Salisbury. We had a boys’ team 

in the football tournament and a girls’ team in the 

netball tournament, and although they put up a 

valiant effort, both teams were denied victory. The 

choristers enjoyed meeting other Cathedral Chor-

isters and singing Evensong with them. 

In June the Choristers joined The Burford Singers 

and The English Arts Chorale in Britten’s War 

Requiem under the direction of Brian Kay and 

Leslie Olive (and, since we were voices off, our 

own Mr Lee). The choirs were accompanied by 

The English Arts Orchestra, with Mr Walton on 

the organ. The soloists were Linda Richardson, 

James Gilchrist and Quentin Hayes, and there 

were two performances, one in Winchester Ca-

thedral and the second in Tewksbury Abbey. We 

were able to take advantage of the long gap be-

tween the rehearsal and the performance each 

time. We went ten pin bowling and then out for a 

pizza dinner. In Winchester we also had a guided 

tour, organ-

ised by Bristol 

Choir alum-

nus Tom 

J e n k i n s o n , 

now a Virger 

at Winches-

ter.  

The 2018 Choir Tour to Belgium and the Netherlands 

Tour! 

June saw a chance to give some of our tour repertoire a first airing, and an 

instrumental concert given by the choristers after a Sunday morning Eucha-

rist. The Choristers receive a bursary from the choral Foundation to cover a 

year of instrumental lessons in addition to their annual incentive payments. 

They are all very impressive musicians and did themselves proud! 

After valedictions in July, the Cathedral Choir set off on our biennial tour, 

this time to Belgium and The Netherlands, accompanied by the Music De-

partment staff and Canon Nicola Stanley. We sang at some amazing venues 

including the Menin Gate for the Last Post Ceremony in the year of the 

100th anniversary of the end of World War One. It was a real honour to be 

allowed to do this, and everyone was moved by the experience, especially 

having visited the In Flanders Field Museum and Tyne Cot Cemetery earlier 

that day. Please see the video here. 

The Choristers agreed that this tour had an amazing balance between con-

certs and services, and outings and tourism. We visited the Anne Frank 

House, a cheese and clog making farm, a SeaWorld aquarium, a chocolate 

shop, did a canal cruise in Bruges (while the Back Row members visited the 

Half Moon Brewery!) and spent our last day in the Bellewaerde Theme Park. 

Our accommodation in Noordwijk (NL) was a very short walk from a gor-

geous, sandy beach, where the Choristers played on a rope swing most 

evenings, launching themselves into the sand dune (while Mrs J anxiously 

gripped the First Aid bag) or paddled. The hostel in Kortrijk (Belgium) had a 

large garden where the Choristers and the Back Row played football or 

frisbee, and there was a large park with gym equipment and a lake where 

we, somewhat inevitably, lost at least two footballs! A tour is definitely the 

best way to end the choir year, and it helps to make Valedictions less sad.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QDX2B7io3A&t=2s


Stay in touch 

If you know of any other former alumni, whether they are choris-

ters, lay clerks, choral scholars, or consort members, please for-

ward this newsletter to them so they can stay in touch. 

Email bcca@bristol-cathedral.co.uk to be added to the mailing list. 

Back Page :  Back Row 
We recently celebrat-

ed Mark Lee’s twenty 

years’ service at the 

Cathedral. He is taking 

a well-deserved two 

month sabbatical at 

the moment: see our 

Twitter feed. 

In the interim, Paul 

Walton our Assistant 

Organist and leader of 

the Cathedral Con-

sort, will be Acting 

Director of Music, and 

a range of guest organists will play in Paul’s stead. 

David Bednall, our Sub Organist, has been playing for the Cinema in the Cathedral 

Silent Film Live Organ Improvisations which are now are regular fixtures both at Bristol 

Cathedral and the Bristol Film Festival.  In terms of composing David is now signed as 

a House Composer to Oxford University Press. He is about to record his new Christ-

mas Piece alongside new Christmas Pieces by Bob Chilcott and Sarah Quartel. 

Meanwhile on our back 

row, this academic year 

we welcomed Ella 

Venn as our Alto Cho-

ral Scholar – Ella is a 

former girl chorister in 

the Cathedral, and one 

of only a couple who 

have made the transi-

tion from front to back 

row in this choir. We 

also welcomed, but bid 

a sad farewell to Tom 

Oldham, who sadly is 

leaving us after just a year singing here. We are also sad to lose one of our Alto Lay 

Clerks, Helen Vincent. Helen will be moving to Birmingham to study at the Conserva-

toire, and we wish her well.  

Alumni Evensong 

25 May  
We are delighted to announce there will be a 

special Evensong for Bristol Cathedral Alumni 

on Saturday 25th May at 3.30pm. The music list 

for the service will be circulated shortly. 

If you sang with one of our choirs (no matter 

how long ago!) played the organ or other in-

strument, then do come and join us for this 

joyful event. 

Bring your photos and memories to share and 

take the opportunity to renew old friendships. 

We would love to hear what you are doing 

now! 

Choral Alumni are warmly invited to attend an 

afternoon tea afterwards in the Chapter House. 

For catering purposes, please email 

bcca@bristol-cathedral.co.uk if you would like 

to attend, but do feel free to turn up on the 

day as there is always plenty of cake at Choir 

Teas!  (Please do notify us of any dietary needs 

in advance.)  

Watch out for our Autumn Newsletter in October 

mailto:bcca@bristol-cathedral.co.uk

